Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
April 2024 Newsletter
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Greetings,

Last month I attended a session of the Veterans Court here in Wyoming. Vets Court was established to help
veterans who have been arrested for relatively minor, non-violent offenses, usually involving drugs or alcohol,
to stay out of jail by following a rehab program supervised by a judge. Upon successful completion of the pro-
gram, the veteran’s charges are dismissed.

Post 154 is a proud supporter of Vets Court and has been since its inception over a decade ago. At the March
Legion meeting a donation of $500 to help the Court continue outreach to West Michigan Vets was approved. [
presented the check to the Court on March 12.Vets Court has helped dozens of local veterans and Post 154 will
continue to help the Court (see picture below).

Semper Paratus,

Keith M. Wakefield, USCG Ret

PS: For American Legion Post 154, April marks the end of the Legion year. Elections for new officers of all of
our organizations are just around the corner. The Legion election is on Wednesday, 3 April, with installation of
the new officers at the May meeting. The Auxilliary and SAL will also elect new boards in the next couple of
months.

Post 154 Commander Keith Wakefield ‘-
| presents a check for $500 to the Veterans .
Court.




AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

As spring approaches, we have some exciting things happening. The Auxiliary is now doing Crockpot
Tuesday as a fundraiser. Every Tuesday an Auxiliary member will make a Crockpot of food to sell for $5.00
per serving (see menu below) We’re doing this on an experimental basis through May to see if people want
food on Tuesdays, so come on out and support the Auxiliary!

There will be a Bake Sale and Meat Raffle Thursday April 18", held by the members of the 8 et 40. The
proceeds go to help children with lung diseases.

The Auxiliary has teamed up with K9 Camo for a Poppy Pups Dog Show on Saturday April 27". K9 Camo
pairs veterans with rescue dogs and assists with training them at no cost to the veteran. Sign up your dog or
just stop down to watch (see flyer and application on page 6 and 7).

Hop on the bus with us on May 18th for a trip to Firekeepers Casino! $45 gets you there and back (we leave
from the post at 8 am) plus $20 in free Casino plays and $5 to be used for food or souvenirs. It’s always a
great time, so why not join us? You have to sign up at the Post with a check for $45 made out to Linda
Meyers. See page 5 for more information.

Our next Auxiliary meeting is April 3" at 7 pm. Hope to see you there!

March Menu for Crockpot Tuesdays- $5

4/2 Scalloped Potatos with Diced Ham by Tracy
4/9— Sloppy Joes with Chips by Rich Meyers
4/16— Bacon Beef Bean Bowl by Victoria
4/23— Cowboy Beans with Sausage by Pam
4/30— Pulled Pork Sausage with Chips by Jeanne

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

Hello everyone!

We are doing great with renewals and new members. Keep them coming in!

We had a good turnout and a good time with our Chili Cookoff. Congratulations to Tracy Taylor Wake-
field for winning first place with a prize of $100. She was gracious enough to donate the prize back to
us. Thanks again, Tracy! Also, Christa and Melissa were tied for second place. Fun stuff!

We started a pool league on Friday, March 15™. We’re going to do this the second Friday of every
month. If there’s enough interest, we’ll try to do it every other week. We’re going to have a shuffleboard
tournament on the third Friday of the month, so come on out, it’s fun! You’ll draw for partners.

Coming back to the Post on June 8" is our first Tornado Chicken Barbeque from 4-7 pm or until we run
out. We’ll have 100 chicken halves , so come on out. We’ll have a wheelbarrow of booze again, 50/50s,
and maybe a lottery hat. That’s all for now.

Thanks all.
Denny Rose, SAL Commander



NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM
Greetings,

Every second Friday of the month we will have a partner pool tournament. Names are drawn for partners.
Friday April 12th is next event. Sign up in the Clubroom. Walk-ins are welcome. $5 per person. Start time is
6 pm. Please arrive at least 10 minutes before the start time.

Every third Friday we will have shuffleboard tournament. Partners are drawn the night of the tournament.
Friday April 19th is the next tournament. Start time is 6 pm. Please arrive at least 10 minutes prior to the
start time. $5 per person. Sign up in the Clubroom. 20 people are needed to make this a success.

Bus run to Fire Keepers Casino is May 18th. $45 per person. You’ll get $20 in casino credit and $5 towards
food or the souvenir shop. Please sign up at the bar. Money is needed at the time of sign up. Please make
checks out to Linda Meyers.

The Clubroom is looking for someone who can run a Euchre tournament once a month, hopefully on a
Saturday. Please see Christa if you’re interested.

Christa Studebaker
Clubroom Lead Bartender
THURSDAY DINNER MENU

4/4- Chicken with Chinese Vegetables, Chow Mein Noodles, Egg Rolls & Dessert- $9
4/11- Thick Sliced Ham, Cheesy Potatoes, Rolls, Fruit Cocktail & Dessert- $9

4/18- Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Rolls, Vegetables & Dessert- $9
4/25- Spaghetti & Meatballs, Salad, Garlic Toast & Dessert- $9

FREE TICKETS FOR ACTIVE MILITARY AND VETERANS

Vet Tix* provides tickets to events which reduce stress, strengthen family bonds, build life-long mem-
ories and encourage service members and veterans to stay engaged with local communities and Ameri-
can life. We support our troops by honoring their service and providing positive family and life expe-
riences, during and after their years of service to our country.

Vet Tix provides tickets to all branches of currently-serving Military and Veterans, including immedi-
ate family of troops KIA.

Vet Tix secures tickets to sporting events, concerts, performing arts, educational and family activities
across the nation. VetTixers sign up online. We verify their service. VetTixers request tickets to events
that interest them, then pay a small delivery fee to receive their free tickets.

Check it out here by copying and pasting this link into your browser: https://www.vettix.org/visitor/



POPPY DAYS ARE ON THE WAY!

Friday, May 24™ marks the 100™ year since the Poppy Program became one of the ALA’s na-
tional programs which serves as remembrance for our veterans. To commemorate as well as
raise money for local veterans, here are a few activities leading up to National Poppy Day:

April 27" — We’ll have a booth at the K9 Camo Companion Dog Show being hosted at our
club from 10a-1p. Stop by for a chance to guess how many poppies are in the jar. Win-
ner receives a $25 Prize.

Poppy Cookies — These will be available for purchase and are extra yummy since our own
bakers will prepare and decorate them! See May’s newsletter for more details.

May 24th — Wear RED in honor of National Poppy day. Additionally, We encourage mem-
bers to support the national campaign to wear red every Friday to Remember Everyone
Deployed.

Poppy Donation Drop box — If you haven’t yet, please visit the Poppy Donation Change
Drop Box located by the juke box and contribute what you can-whenever you can.

Donations of new items for our Poppy Raffle Baskets are appreciated. This helps us raise
more money for veterans.

Poppy days are not just for May—but rather all year long. Poppies remind us of our troops who
have given so much for the freedoms we enjoy each day. For members unfamiliar with the Pop-
py Program--all funds raised from poppy activities goes directly to benefit local veterans, of
which K-9 Camo Companions and Friends of Rolling Rock Ranch, are two of this year’s se-
lected Poppy recipients.

If you’d like to help or have a few ideas for our Poppy Program, please contact Victoria Mavis,
570-807-1882, vmavis88@gmail.com for more information.

A single Poppy
has the soul of a thousand
heroes and the tears of a million
loved ones. “Unknown

In Memoriam of


mailto:vmavis88@gmail.com
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FIREKEEPERS

CASINO * BATTLE CREEK

FIRERREPERS

CASINO *BATTLE CREEK

CASINO BUS TRIP
To: FIREKEEPERS CASINO

SATURDAY MAY 18" COST: $45.00

INCLUDES: $20.00 IN CASINO FREE PLAY AND $5.00 IN POINTS
WHICH CAN BE USED FOR FOOD OR AT THE GIFT SHOP
ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT OUR CLUB ROOM
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: LINDA MEYERS
THERE IS ONE (1) AND ONLY ONE (1) SIGN-UP SHEET
YOU MUST! PAY BEFORE YOUR NAME GOES ON THE SHEET

_NO REFUNDS! BUS LEAVES AT 8 am FROM POST #154

IF YOU CAN NOT GO, AFTER YOU PAID
IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBLITY TO FIND SOMEONE TO TAKE YOUR SEAT
WE WILL TRY TO HELP YOU FIND SOMEONE BUT NO REFUNDS

NO SMOKE BREAKS ON WAY THERE OR BACK, WILL SPEND 4 HRS AT CASINO
WILL STOP AT THE AMERICAN LEGION POST #127 (DOOR) FOR ABOUT AN
HOUR AND A HALF,THEY ARE OFFERING SLOPPY JOES AND POTATO SALAD $5.00

BRING YOUR PICTURE I.D. AND PLAYERS CARD

ASK YOUR BARTENDER FOR THE SIGN-UP SHEET

AMERICAN LEGION POST 154

2327 BYRON CENTER AVE. WYOMING MI
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April 2‘7th
10am - Ipm
' Roger B. Chaffee
American Legion post 152
2327 Byron Center Ave SW,
Wyoming, MI 29519

 For more information please email us at

k9camocompanions@gmail.com, callus

at 616-970-023%, or check us out on
Faceboolk!
IT'S WHO YOU HAVE BY YOUR SIDE THAT MATTERS.
616-970-0234 * WWW KSCAMOCOMPANIONS.COM
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Registration Form
Entry Fee—$20** This includes 2 classes and 2 raffle tickets.
$5 for each additional class. No class limit! Raffle Tickets are $1 each or S5 for 6!

OWNER INFORMATION: Entry #
Name: Address: City:
State: Zip: Phone: E-Mail

Are you a Veteran: Yes No

DOG INFORMATION:

Name: Breed: Age: Weight:

Gender: Male Female

I authorize K9 Camo Companions to record my image and/or voice for use by K9 Camo Companions or its assignees in

D research, education, and promotional programs. | understand and agree that these audio, video, film, and/or print
images may be edited, duplicated, distributed, reproduced, broadcasted, and/or reformatted in any form and manner
without payment of fees in perpetuity.

Your signature certifies that you agree to and will abide by all dog show rules and courtesies for all participants, sponsors, venues
and volunteers involved in the planning and hosting of this event to benefit K9 Camo Companions.

Signature: Date:

**Class Options**

Please select all classes you are entering.

Best Costume Peanut Butter Licking

Best Trick Agility Course




Michigan
Chaplain Workshop

Hosted by the 5" District

When: Saturday April 27, 2024

Time: 9:00am — 2:00pm
Coffee & Donuts will be provided
Box Lunch will be offered for $5.00

Where: Michigan National Guard Armory

1620 E. Saginaw St
Lansing, MI. 48912

Topics: Muse
PTSD RSVD fo
Family Support %
Veterans Court

Chaplain 101

Keynote Speaker: Chaplain Colonel Owens

This Workshop is open to Everyone in the American
Legion Family from all Post, Units, and Districts

YOU MUST RSVP to Deb Weatherbee by April 20, 2024, for
reservation and lunch confirmation.

email - deb560@hotmail.com
Phone - 616-723-2398

Note: This Workshop will not be recorded,
and will not be avallable through Zoom

“Integrating Spiritual Needs From Service Member To Veteran” .




The American Legion
Sons of The American Legion

American Legion Auxiliary

2024 JOINT FIFTH DISTRICT
MEMORIAL BANQUET

AND SERVICE
Saturday May 11, 2024

5:00 P.M. Social Hour — 5:30 P.M. Dinner
Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
2327 Byron Center Ave SW
Wyoming, MI 49519
Tickets $20.00 each

Reservation deadline May 1st
Tickets available at Fifth District Meetings or from:

Bill Yuncker, Lynn Terhune, or Dominic Merlington

NO ALCOHOL IN HALL ONCE CEREMONY BEGINS

BUSINESS CASUAL ATTIRE REQUESTED

NO REFUNDS



