Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
April 2025 Newsletter

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Greetings,

Happy Spring!
Well, we made it. It’s still a little dismal and cold outside right now, but the sun and warmth are right around the

corner. As bad as a Michigan winter can be, Michigan in the spring can be beautiful. I think everyone in our great
state will welcome the new season.

Spring also brings Tiger Baseball! Detroit had a really good season in 2024, from a bottom tier to the playoffs.
Now our Tigers are favored to win their Division. It’s been a long time since that’s happened.

Post 154 is the perfect place to root for our Boys of Summer. There is a dedicated group of Tiger fans that
routinely gather at the Post to watch the games. Come on down and join the fun!

An issue I would like to mention briefly is the role of Service Officer in the American Legion. Whenever I'm
asked about Veterans’ benefits, I always ask the person, “Have you talked to our Service Officer?” (You can call
Service Officer Jerry Schmisek at (719) 510-3793).

Every Legion Post in Michigan has a Service Officer. Legion Service Officers are trained in all types of Veteran
issues, including helping veterans access their earned government benefits. Service Officers across the state are a
great source of information.

Remember, if you need advice or assistance, call Jerry Schmisek at (719) 510-3793.

The main mission of our American Legion is to support American vets. We’ve done so for more than 106 years,
and hopefully we’ll continue to do so for another 106 years.

Semper Paratus,
Commander Keith Wakefield, USCG (Ret.) e

PS- Nominations for 2025-26 is on 4/2/25. The election will be on 5/7/25. Members must be present to vote..
Also, don’t forget the K9 Camo Dog Show on May 3™ (see Page 6) and the Memorial Banquet on May 10™.

This year, there are no tickets for the Banquet. However, if you’d like to attend, you need to
sign up at our Post by 5/1/2025.




AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Hello Everyone,

Spring has sprung. I hope that everyone is doing well. We got our end of the year reports done for both the
State and the 5th District.

Just a reminder, we will have nominations for office for next year at our April 2" meeting (7 pm).

Remember Poppy Days from May 15th — 17", If you would like to volunteer to help, please let
Val Jordan know (@ valjjordan@gmail.com

Congratulations to Mike Rau for winning the last Queen of Hearts jackpot.
Thank you,

Jeanne Volkers, Auxiliary President

GET YOUR TICKETS FOR THE QUEEN OF HEARTS DRAWING!
JUST $2 EACH

2 DRAWINGS ARE HELD ON THE SECOND AND
FOURTH WEDNESDAYS OF THE MONTH AT 6:30

YOU CAN’T WIN IF YOU DON’T BUY A TICKET ...
MAY THE ODDS EVER BE IN YOUR FAVOR!
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

There’s not much going on for the SAL right now. Remember to get your dues in soon. The dues will be
going up next year to $30.

If you have any ideas for us and would like to help out, let me know. We do have some things coming up,
so watch the sign out front and the newsletter for upcoming events.

Our first outing will be on June 21* for Tornado Chicken. Half a chicken, potato salad, cowboy beans or
coleslaw for $13. It starts at 4 pm. (More info on Page 5). See you there!

Thanks for your support,
SAL Commander Denny Rose


mailto:valjjordan@gmail.com

NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM
Greetings,

March was an up and down mixture of cold and warm weather, but we have to be thankful for another
mild winter.

March Madness did bring in some spectators to enjoy watching their favorite teams compete for the tro-
phy.
It won’t be long, and we will be watching the Detroit Tigers start their season.

Their first six games are on the road and the first Home Game against the Chicago White Sox is Friday
April 4th at 1:10 PM so we will open at 1:00 PM. Hot Dogs and Chips will be available for $1.00 each
during the game.

Great News: The bar fund total collected to date is now at $19, 652.33. Thanks to everyone who has
donated and contributed.

Please give thanks to all the wonderful members & friends who are making our Thursday dinners; it is
greatly appreciated by all.

Here’s a look at the Thursday Dinners for April:

April 3rd- Chanda’s Garlic Bread French Dip w/ Mozzarella, Au Jus, Pasta/Potato Salad & Dessert $9.00
April 10™- Butch & Gail’s Shredded Chicken Tacos & Refried Beans & Dessert $8.00

April 17th- Tracy’s Italian Sausage and Peppers, It. Mac Salad & Dessert $8.00

April 24th- Christa & Mandy’s Chicken & Bacon Ranch Wrap w/ Chips & Slaw $8.00

April Activities:

Charlie Rockits Band will be at the Post on Saturday April 12th 6:30 to 10:30 PM. Invite your neighbors
and friends for a good time and a few dances.

Thanks for all your support of our Legion Post and Clubroom.

Butch Hogan, Finance Officer / Facilities Manager

Veterans and active-duty troops can sail on a free three-day, two-night cruise aboard Margaritaville at Sea, a
1,680-passenger cruise ship that first started sailing in 2022. The cruise line -- which sails from the Port of
Palm Beach, Florida, to Freeport, Grand Bahama Island -- features country music star Jimmy Buffett's Marga-
ritaville-themed shows and amenities, and the "iconic Margaritaville lifestyle," In its "Heroes Sail Free" pro-
gram, veterans, active-duty troops, first responders and educators who are verified through the GovX ID sys-
tem can get free passage on select 2- to 7-night sailings through 2026.

For more information, visit this website: https://margaritavilleatsea.com/current-offers/thank-you-for-your-
service




Legion 154 Annual Golf Outing
SAVE THE DATE.... Vo)
September 20th at The Pines Sy
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We need Member support to make this a successful fundraiser

to support our Veterans.
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HERE’S HOW TO HELP:

Spread the word; get an information flyer/registration packet
from one of the co-chairs (Bill Charon/Ken Stockel) to give to
companies/businesses/avid golfers;

Register a foursome to play ($340); Early Bird Discount ($320
for a foursome) applies if registered by 9/1/25. Registration in-
cludes a catered in chicken dinner at 154 Legion Hall following
the Outing;

Sponsor one of two beverage carts (5200 each);

Sponsor a hole ($125);

Sponsor a Veteran to play ($85);

Provide a Gift Card, or a donation of any amount to be raffled in
a silent auction;

Provide a gift for tournament prizes (any amount);

Provide Rounds of golf, golf related items, or other items for our
silent auction; and

Volunteer to help work the event on 9/20 (either at the course
or the club setting up for the dinner).

Golf Outing Details will be announced in the newsletter as
we get closer to the event.




S.A.L SQUADRON 154
“TORNADO CHICKEN” SATURDAY JUNE 21°" at 4 pm

Doors Open at 2 pm

72 B.B.Q CHICKEN, COWBOY BEANS, POTATO SALAD

ALL FOR $13.00 AT THE AMERICAN LEGION ROGER B.
CHAFFEE POST #154

2327 BYRON CENTER AVE, WYOMING
PUBLIC WELCOME!
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