
Roger B. Chaffee Post 154 

December 2024 Newsletter 

 

 COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings: 

 

The holiday season is here again. Christmas trees are appearing all over Wyoming. Santa is greasing up his 

sleigh and NASA is getting ready to chart his flight around the world. 

 

On 14 December the Annual Kids Christmas Party takes place at Post 154.  Applications to reserve a spot for 

a child at the party (they get food, games, a present, and a whole lot of fun) are on page 4. Deadline to sign 

up for the party is 30 November. Rumor has it that “the Big Guy in the Red Suit” may make an appearance. 

 

On 21 December at the Post White Elephant party you will have an opportunity to bring something you 

don’t want to the party and maybe go home with something you do want. The gifts that emerge at the White 

Elephant are always unique and often hilarious. 

 

And, then there’s New Years Eve. Planning is underway for the Post Farewell to 2024 on December 

31st.  Keep in touch, come on down, and see how we close out the year at Roger B’s. 

 

Holiday Season at Post 154 marks the end of one year and the start of  another. 2024 has been a long and 

winding road. 2025 will certainly bring more challenges to our Post, our City, our State, and our Nation. I 

am confident that working together, as we have always done in the past, we can make our Post a beacon of 

cooperation, democracy, and patriotism. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

Keith M. Wakefield, Post 154 Commander 

 

 
 

 



SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

From the SAL: 

Hunting time is here! Get out there and enjoy what our creator gave us. Not much going on right now. It’s 

time to renew your membership. The holidays are coming on fast, so enjoy your time with your families.  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

SAL Commander Denny Rose 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY 

QUEEN OF HEARTS SUPPORTERS NEEDED 

As we roll into 2025, the Queen of Hearts (QofH) Committee is preparing to renew our license for this excit-

ing game and we need a few more hands to help. Specifically, more members are required to be added to the 

QofH committee, which is responsible for running all Queen Operations. So, if you’re able to help for a few 

hours 1-2 nights a month and/or you enjoy counting money, can assist in ticket/food sales, or you’re comfort-

able with Excel spreadsheets, we can use your talents to assist in this growing game of chance and Auxiliary 

fundraiser. Please contact one of the QofH committee co-chairs, Victoria Mavis/Patricia Coykendall for more 

information. Most importantly, your support of our Queen of Hearts is appreciated! 

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT FUNDRAISER 

The ornament fundraiser will accept orders through 12/6, with delivery by 12/20 (brochure on page 5). In ad-

dition to custom orders, there is a small supply of ornaments, medallions (used for necklaces, keychains, 

backpacks, etc.) monogram letters, and other art available during the Holiday season for “Cash and Carry” 

purchase at the back of the154 Clubroom (under the TV by the bookcase). Most featured items are priced 

$2.50-$10 and are great for gifts or stocking stuffers. All profits (50%) are split between the Poppy Fund and 

the Bar Improvement Fund at American Legion Post 154. For more information, stop by the Club and take a 

peek, visit www.facebook.com/Art2HelpVets to see sample designs, or contact Victoria Mavis, 570-807-

1882. While deciding where to shop for your Christmas purchases, keep this in mind as it benefits our club 

and the Veterans we serve! Your support in this fundraiser is greatly appreciated. 

Hello Everyone, 

Hope you all had a great Thanksgiving. A huge thank you goes out to all of the Auxiliary members that 

helped with the Veterans Dinner and Bake Sale to make it a success. We served 17 Veterans dinner to thank 

them for their service. A very big thank you for all of the donations from the bake sale. 

Remember the Kids Christmas party is December 14th from 11 am to 2 pm. Remember to send/drop off your 

party reservation (on page 4) form for the kids party by November 30th so that Santa can make his list and 

check it twice. 

 We are taking donations for the holiday baskets. We need canned goods and nonperishable items. Thank you 

to Bobbie Bulthuis for donating the pies for the Veterans Dinner. It was brought to my attention that Paulene 

Meyer from Community Rebuilders needs sheets, bedding and blankets in Twin and Queen sizes for home-

less Veterans. Thank you. 

Jeanne Volkers, Auxiliary President 



NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM 

 

Greetings: 

Winter is upon us, so hopefully you have your snowblowers all set and ready to go for the upcoming lake 

effect snow we will be receiving from Lake Michigan. 

I want to thank everyone for their time and efforts in making Thursday dinners for the Clubroom and donat-

ing the proceeds to the Bar Fund Remodel. Believe me, it is making a huge difference. At the end of August, 

we were at $5400 in the bar fund account. Then we received $6,029 from the Golf Outing added to the Bar 

Fund Account. As of November 18th, we are at $16,042 thanks to our dedicated members. Plus, Victoria 

from the Auxiliary is contributing proceeds from food sales from the Queen of Hearts on Wednesday draw-

ing days. It’s truly a blessing that our members are committed and help to get this bar remodeled. 

We are in the process of getting our new Credit Card cash register set up and with it we will have new pric-

ing on drinks as we have not raised our prices since 2019. We’re no different than any other business having 

to raise their prices after the Covid Epidemic. Liquor has increased significantly, and Beer has gone up a lit-

tle. Look what happened to the price of beef after the Covid Outbreak- it doubled, and some of our Liquor 

has gone up over $5.00 per fifth. The price increase will take effect January 1, 2025. 

Here's a look at December activities in the Clubroom: 

Sat. Dec 7th- Euchre Tournament from 6:00 to 10:00 pm 

Sat. Dec 14th- Kids Christmas Party from 11 am—2 pm 

Sat. Dec 21st- White Elephant Party and Ugly Sweater Contest in the Clubroom at 6 pm 

Fri. Dec 27th- Coming Home party (from basic training) for Joesph Helmholdt at 4:00 pm in the Clubroom, 

           serving Subs & Chips 

Sat. Dec 28th- Live Music with Charlie Rock-Its 

Tues. Dec 31st- New Years Eve Party in the Clubroom with DJ Sherry from 8:00 PM to Midnight.         

          Please bring a dish to share. 

I want to thank you all again for all your support and wish you all a happy holiday season. 

Butch Hogan- Facilities Manager / Clubroom Finance Officer 

THURSDAY NIGHT DINNERS 

December 5th– Taco Casserole, Garlic Bread, Salad, Dessert- $9 

December 12th– Golumpkis (Stuffed Cabbage Rolls), Grape Salad, Dessert- $9 

December 19th– Lasagna, Romaine Salad, Hawaiian Rolls, Dessert 

December 26th– Ham and Scalloped Potatoes, Salad, Dessert- $9  

Veterans and active-duty troops can sail on a free three-day, two-night cruise aboard Margaritaville at Sea, a 
1,680-passenger cruise ship that first started sailing in 2022. The cruise line -- which sails from the Port of 
Palm Beach, Florida, to Freeport, Grand Bahama Island -- features country music star Jimmy Buffett's Marga-
ritaville-themed shows and amenities, and the "iconic Margaritaville lifestyle," In its "Heroes Sail Free" pro-
gram, veterans, active-duty troops, first responders and educators who are verified through the GovX ID sys-
tem can get free passage on select 2- to 7-night sailings through 2026.  

For more information, visit this website: https://margaritavilleatsea.com/current-offers/thank-you-for-your-

service 



 

 

ROGER B CHAFFEE UNIT #154 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2024 

11:00 A. M. TO 2:00 P.M. 

My child or grandchild (age 12 and under) will be in attendance. 

My name & phone #_______________________________ 

I am a member of Post #154 (circle one) Legion, Auxiliary, SAL 

Child’s name     Age  boy or girl  

              

              

              

     ____________________ 

Cost is $5.00 per child.  Please submit this form and a check payable to 

Roger B Chaffee Unit #154, ALA, 2327 Byron Center Ave SW, Wyoming MI 

49519 No Later Than November 30th. 

THE PARTY WILL BE INSIDE IN THE HALL. SANTA WILL BE HERE HANDING 

OUT THE GIFTS. THERE WILL ALSO BE FOOD/SNACKS. 

 

 

 

 



 


