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Roger B. Chaffee Post 154 

December 2025 Newsletter 

 COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

By Guest Columnist 

Vice Commander Dave Veldkamp 

Legion Family,  

With another wonderful year ending, 2025 is all but done. There are leaves and snow on the ground and chill is in the 

air. Just a few days ago we were complaining about how hot it was. 

Thank you for a wonderful fulfilling year. As we come to close out another year, American Legion Post 154 would 

like to take a moment to reflect on all that we are thankful for. We are blessed with the gift of life, the freedoms we 

hold dear, the families who support us, and the brothers and sisters in arms who continue to inspire us every day. 

Thank you to the Auxillary for the delicious Veterans Day meal. It was so so delicious and so well put together. Thank 

you, ladies!  

This season reminds us how fortunate we are to live in a nation built on courage, sacrifice, and unity — values that 

each of you represent. We have some events I wanted to highlight that are coming up. 

Join us on Sunday, December 7th, for a very special day at Post 154 as we honor the National Guard from the 44th 

Street Armory and remember the heroes of Pearl Harbor. This heartfelt event is our way of showing deep gratitude for 

their courage, sacrifice, and dedication to the great state of Michigan. Enjoy great food, good company, and meaning-

ful reflection with your Legion Family. Sign up in the Clubroom by December 3rd to reserve your meal, We’d love to 

see you there! 

December 13 – Annual Children’s Christmas Party - It’s one of our favorite traditions of the year! The Children’s 

Christmas Party is back — filled with food, games, presents, and plenty of holiday cheer! Bring the kids and grand-

kids for a day of smiles, laughter, and memories they’ll treasure.  

December 20 – White Elephant Gift Exchange Party - Get ready to laugh! On Saturday, December 20th,               

we’ll be  hosting our always-entertaining White Elephant Party. Every year’s gifts are a hilarious mix of               

treasures and “what on earths,” so don’t miss the fun! 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Potluck Dinner - Join your Legion family for a warm and welcoming                      

Christmas Eve Potluck. Bring your favorite dish to share, enjoy the cozy holiday atmosphere,                                         

and spend the evening with friends who feel like family. 
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December 31 – New Year’s Eve Party in the Clubroom - Let’s close out 2025 with a bang! Enjoy music,              

laughter, and great company. No better way to ring in 2026 than surrounded by your Legion friends!    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

December is a time to slow down and embrace the simple joys of life — sharing laughter, memories, and 

love with family and friends. As we look towards celebrating this Christmas season, let us also remember the 

true reason for the season. The birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose life and teachings continue 

to bring hope, peace, and love to the world. Whether you’re decorating the tree, gathering around the table, 

attending church services, or simply enjoying a quiet evening with loved ones, take this time to celebrate 

what truly matters. May your Christmas and New Years be filled with faith, peace, joy, and the warmth of 

togetherness. Thank you all for what you do, your strength, and your spirit are seen very much so. Wishing 

you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Respectfully, 

David Veldkamp, Post 154 Vice Commander- U.S. Navy 

 

 

 
 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY 

Hello Everyone, 

Hope that you all survived Thanksgiving and if you dared to go out shopping on Black Friday. Thank 

you to Truddie, Sandy, Nancy, Torie, Val, Tracy, Shari, Shirley, Pooch, and Paulette for doing a great 

job on the Veterans Dinner. We served 19 Veterans. Thank you for your service. 

On December 7th, the Event Committee will be hosting reserves from the Wyoming Armory, a thank 

you dinner for their service. 

Parkview Elementary School needs sweatpants, sizes 4-12. They are also in need of tissues and Clorox 

wipes. We have a donation box in the club room. 

Remember the Kid’s Christmas Party on December 13th from 11am- 2pm. We will have Santa and Mrs. 

Claus. We also have a box in the entryway for Toys for Tots. Please think about donating an unwrapped 

present. 

Thank you 

Jeanne Volkers, Auxiliary President 

 

Hi all from the SAL, 

I would like to thank all our veterans for both our freedom and the sacrifices they made.  

Man, time is flying by. It’s holiday season already. I hope everyone is safe and happy. 

I would like to say that the SAL bought 20 six-foot round tables for the big hall. They will be here the 

19th and 20th. It will give people choices (round or long tables) when they rent the hall. 

That’s all I have for now. Thanks! 

Denny Rose, SAL 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 



 3 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM 

Greetings Fellow Post Members, 

Put the rakes away and get out those snow brushes and shovels and dress warmly to avoid the early winter 

colds. 

The Bar Fund is now at $30,962 and Ken Stockel and Christa are updating the drawings to get new quotes 

so we can target a date for completion. 

Let’s thank the S.A.L. for the purchase of 20 new round tables for the hall, they will look very nice for up-

coming hall rental parties. 

Also, a big shout out to the Auxiliary for the wonderful Chicken Veteran’s dinner they provided to the vet-

erans of our Home Post. 

 

CLUBROOM HAPPENINGS/FOOD CORNER: 

 

Sat. Dec. 13th- Kids Christmas Party from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Sat. Dec. 20th- is the White Elephant Party & Ugly Sweater contest in the Clubroom starting at 6:30 PM, 

come down and enjoy all the fun. 

Sat. Dec. 27th- Charlie Rockits from 6:30 to 10:30 PM 

Weds. Dec. 31st-  Clubroom New Year’s Eve Party starting at 7:00 PM with DJ Sherry Hansen 

Thurs. Dec. 4th-  Christa’s Garlic Bread Pizza, Salad, & Dessert $10 

Thurs. Dec. 11th- Tracy’s Pork Roast, Roasted Potatoes, & Dessert $12.00 

Thurs. Dec. 18th-  Troy’s Chicken & Biscuits $10.00 

Thurs. Dec. 25th-  Closed 

Don’t forget--every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month we will have the Queen of Hearts Drawing at 

6:00 PM, followed by “Show Me the Money”. Come on and play--it is a lot of fun with fellow members 

and friends. 

Also a reminder if you want to volunteer for a Thursday night dinner please write your name and what 

meal & price you are providing by the second Saturday of each month. Unfilled dates will be offered to 

Troy. 

Thanks for all your support helping our Post be successful. 

Butch Hogan 

Facilities Manager 


