Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
February 2024 Newsletter
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Greetings,
It doesn’t seem possible, but another year has receded into history.

I remember the first time I entered Post 154. It was November of 2011. I had just retired from the Coast Guard
in Baltimore and having been a Legion member for many years was eager to find a Post I could transfer into. I
walked into the Post that first afternoon and was happily greeted by one of our bartenders. She went out of her
way to introduce me to a few of our “regular” customers. It wasn’t long before I felt welcome and I decided then
and there that the Roger B. Chaffee Post would have a new member... me.

Over the past dozen years our Post has had good times and sad times. We withstood a deadly global pandemic.
Through all those years our Post has been a place of support and assistance for our members and their families. I
am confident that Post 154 is ready for the next twelve years.

However, if we are to continue to serve Wyoming’s veterans, we need all of our members to get a little more
active. Attendance at Legion meetings is down. I’'m sure that the weather has been a factor, but [ urge my fellow
Legionnaires to come to a meeting now and then. The Legion meets at 7 pm on the 1st Wednesday of every
month except in July and August. Meetings usually run about 45 minutes. Attire is casual, but wear your Legion
cap if you have one. I hope to see you on February 7th.

Semper Paratus

Keith M. Wakefield, CDR

PS: Our new electronic sign has been ordered. Delivery and installation depend on the weather.

PPS: The American Legion Dept. of Michigan Winter Conference is in Flint from February 9-11. This a good

place to learn more about our Legion. Check the Michigan Legionnaire for more details.

And one more thing....remember your partner on Valentines Day.




AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Hope everyone had a good holiday.

Your 2024 dues are Past Due. If you have not yet paid them, please renew today by dropping them at the post
or sending $40 to Tracy Taylor Wakefield at 2411Ancient Dr. SW, Wyoming, MI 49519. Questions? Call
Tracy at (616) 970-8920.

The American Legion Auxiliary has a couple contests going on. First, we have a poppy poster contest for kids
in 2™ through 12" grades. And second, we have an essay contest for kids in 3™ through 12" grade. You can
find more information about both of these later in this newsletter.

Also, if you have a daughter or granddaughter who will be finishing the 11" grade this year, she is eligible to
apply to go to Girls State this summer. If any girls are interested, please contact me (Pat Coykendall at 616-
534-1520) and I’ll get you the information.

We still currently have NUTS for sale (available at the bar).

Our next meeting is Wednesday February 7" and the March meeting is Wednesday the 6™. Meetings start at 7
pm. Hope to see you there!

Pat Coykendall
Auxiliary President Unit 154

A note from Victoria Mavis, Poppy Chair:

As Legion members may be aware, donations collected from our Poppy program activity, including the
“change drop box” by the jukebox, can only be used to help veterans. In support of such, our Auxiliary recent-
ly approved two local organizations for 2024 to receive various poppy funds. Friends of Rolling Rock

Ranch sponsors an annual Pheasant Hunt for veterans (as well as other yearly activities) and K9 Camo
Companions provides rescue dogs to veterans trained for emotional support. We are excited to work with
these local organizations to help veterans in our own backyard and welcome your support in our various fund-
raising activities throughout the upcoming year. Stay tuned for more information about events as well.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

From the SAL:
I hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Years. May all your resolutions come true!

We are doing really well on our renewals, but we still have more to go, so keep them coming in and
thanks for your support. This month we’re having Super Soup Saturday on the 10™ and the Superbowl is
the 11™. The club is providing pulled pork, chips and coleslaw, but please bring a dish to pass.

February 18" is the Daytona 500, and March 9™ is the Chili Cookoff. All chili has to be in the kitchen by
3:30. Hope to see you all there!

Thank you,
SAL Commander Denny Rose



NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM

Greetings,
Looks like old man winter introduced himself to us in an ugly fashion starting Friday, January 12.

Beginning the 1st Sunday in February (the 4™) we will be going back to our regular hours of opening at
2:00 PM every day.

Don’t forget Souper Saturday February 10th and bring in one of your soups to share with our members at
4:00 PM.

Sunday February 11" is our Super Bowl party. Pulled pork, coleslaw and chips will be provided, but bring
a dish to pass. Kickoff time is usually 6:15/6:20 PM. We’ll have a 50/50 Raffle and a Basket Raftle with a
Detroit Lions NFC North Division Champions Hat and NFC North Division Champions Jersy Shirt.

We haven’t received any ideas yet from you on what you would like Sue to make for future dinners, so
please let Sue or myself know, or write it down and give to our bartender.

Thursday Dinner Menu for February
Feb. 1°- Beef Tips & Noodles, Rolls, Fruit Cocktail $9.00
Feb. 8™ Chicken Stir Fry & Egg Rolls, Dessert $9.00
Feb. 15™ Swedish Meatballs over Noodles, Salad, & Dessert $9.00
Feb. 22"%- Fried Chicken Quarters, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Vegetables & Dessert $9.00
Feb. 29" (yup, it’s Leap Year), Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Veggie & Dessert $9.00
Thanks to all of you who continue to make our Clubroom so great.

Butch
Club Room Manager / Finance Officer

FREE TICKETS FOR ACTIVE MILITARY AND VETERANS

Vet Tix* provides tickets to events which reduce stress, strengthen family bonds, build life-long memories
and encourage service members and veterans to stay engaged with local communities and American life.
We support our troops by honoring their service and providing positive family and life experiences, dur-
ing and after their years of service to our country.

Vet Tix provides tickets to all branches of currently-serving Military and Veterans, including immediate
family of troops KIA.

Vet Tix secures tickets to sporting events, concerts, performing arts, educational and family activities
across the nation. VetTixers sign up online. We verify their service. VetTixers request tickets to events that
interest them, then pay a small delivery fee to receive their free tickets.

Check it out here by copying and pasting this link into your browser: https://www.vettix.org/visitor/home



Poppy Poster Contest
For Students Grades 2-12, Deadline 2/16/24

Sponsored by Auxiliary #154

The red poppy is a nationally recognized symbol of sacrifice worn by Americans since
World War | to honor those who served and died for our country in all wars. It reminds
Americans of the sacrifices made by our veterans while protecting our freedoms.

LASLO%SO y M osly

emory CJN“W}D

our

Previous poster examples

Poppy Poster Requirements

1. Each poster shall have a fitting slogan not to exceed ten (10) words. The articles
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a”, “an”, “and”, and “the” are not to be counted words. The words “buddy” and
“buy” cannot be used.

2.  The words “American Legion Auxiliary” must be used in the design of the poster
and will not be counted in the ten (10) word count.

Each poster must include one (or more) picture of the red Flanders Poppy.

The poster must be on 11x14 poster board. Drawing paper will not be accepted.



10.
11.
12.

The United States Flag may be used as long as it meets the National Flag
Code.

Posters will be judged using the following criteria: 50% - Poster appeal (layout,
message, originality); 40% - Artistic ability (design and color); and 10% - Neat-
ness

Media used shall be watercolors, crayons, powder or oil paint, handmade paper
cut-outs, ink or textures, acrylics, pencils, and markers.

Write in ink on the back of the poster: the student’s name, address, age, grade,
Roger B. Chaffee Auxiliary #154; and Department of Michigan.

The poster shall be the work of only one individual.
No humorous drawings or slogans shall be used.
The label “In Memoriam” from the veteran-made poppy may not be used.

Submissions become the property of the American Legion Auxiliary. We recom-
mend taking a picture of your poster.

Posters can be dropped off by 2/16/24 to Roger B. Chaffee Legion #154 at 2327
Byron Center SW, Wyoming, Ml 49519 to the attention of Victoria Mavis. If you have
questions please contact Victoria at 570-807-1882 (cell) or vmavis88@gmail.com.
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Essay Contest-Teacher Kit

Greetings Educator!

Please consider including our American Legion Auxiliary Essay Contest as part of your curriculum for
grades 3-12 and special needs classes. It is history, patriotism, and Americanism all rolled into one
project. This year’s essay theme is, “What Does Freedom Mean to Me”. Winners will receive $50
and a $50 donation in the student’s name will be made to the Children of Warriors National Presidents
Scholarship fund.
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The guidelines for this are few. Mainly, students must submit a typed or neatly written essay on the
topic conforming to the word count range for their grade range. When handed in, a cover sheet
(attached) completed by the student is required.

Deadline: Friday, February 16, 2024. Our Unit is located at 2327 Byron Center SW, Wyoming MI
49519. Please contact Victoria Mavis by phone 570-807-1882 or email vmavis88@gmail.com with
any questions or to submit contest entries.

See next page for details.




AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST 2024 Cover Sheet

Each year, the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) sponsors an Americanism Essay Contest for students in grades 3-12, including
students with special needs. Grade levels are divided into six classes. One award in each of the six classes will be presented
in each division. Winners will receive $50 and a $50 donation in the student’s name will be made to the Children of Warriors

National Presidents’ Scholarship fund.

Essay Title: ““What does Freedom mean to me?”

Essay Classes:

Class Grade Level Word Requirement
| 3and 4 150-250
Il 5and 6 250-300
1] 7 and 8 350-400
vV 9and 10 450-500
\% 11 and 12 450-500
VI Students with special needs Word count should correspond with student’s grade level

Essay Checklist:
Class competing in

Sponsoring ALA unit _154
Typed or neatly written essay conforming to the word requirement for class
Completed essay coversheet as first page of essay
Word count of essay
Due date for student to return to ALA unit _2/16/2024
To Be Completed by the Student/Parent:

Student Name:
E-mail Address:

Phone:

School Name:

School City/State:

Teacher Name and Signature:

Auxiliary Use Only (Must be completed for entry to be considered.):
Sponsoring Unit Name/Number:
Signature of Unit Americanism Chairman: Unit winner due to Depart-

ment on: Department:_ Signature of Department Chairman:

Department winner due to National Americanism Division Chairman by April
15, 2024




BATTLES OF THE BOWLS
SATURDAY MARCH 9", 2024
DOORS OPEN AT 2 P.M.
JUDGING /TASTING BEGINS AT 4:00 P.M.
$5.00 ENTRY FEE/ $5.00 TASTING FEE
CHILIES MUST BE PRESENT BY 3:30 P.M.
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR AWARDS

$100.00 1% Place /$50.00 2"/ $25.00 3™




AUXILIARY FUNDRAISER
1 POUND BAGS OF NUTS
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GIANT CASHEWS
DELUXE MIX
MILK CHOCOLATE CASHEWS
MILK CHOCOLATE BRIDGE MIX
MILK CHOCOLATE ALMONDS
DARK CHOCOLATE ALMONDS
$15.00 each- Available at the Bar



