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Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
January 2025 Newsletter

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Greetings and Happy New Year!

2025 is here. Gotta put up that new calendar. A whole new year lies ahead of us. The new year looks to be a busy
one for Post 154.

2024 was a good year for our Post and 2025 promises to be better. The Clubroom (the bar) has seen increased
business. Hall rentals are up. We were able to seal and restripe the parking lot. We upgraded our security system.
The fundraising effort to modernize and improve the bar is continuing and hopefully we can achieve our goal of
installing a new bar before the year is out.

I also want to take this opportunity to thank all of the members of the Post 154 family for their conduct during the
last election. We remained politically neutral, for the most part, throughout the election cycle. We will soon have a
new President and Congress. When we Legionnaires entered the service years ago, many years ago in some cases,
we took an oath to “protect and defend” the Constitution of the United States. I believe that oath still applies.

In order to better represent our veterans, it is necessary that Legion members, especially Post Officers, are aware
of current issues impacting the vet community. One good way to keep informed is by reading the Michigan Le-
gionnaire newsletter that is released monthly.

Since early this year, the MiLegionnaire is now digital, a transition that many Legionnaires do not like. However,
if you want to keep up with the Michigan Legion, you need to read the MiLegionnaire.

A couple of other quick topics to consider when you are kicking back watching football:
(1) The annual Dept. of Michigan Winter Meeting is being held in Port Huron 6-9 Feb. If you are interested in
attending let me know. It’s a good place for Legion info.
(2) A reminder, the Clubroom is open every Sunday during football season at 12:30-tbd.
(3) Bartenders will be checking for 2025 membership cards during the month of January. So, make sure
you have your card; don’t leave home without it. -

Have a Very Happy New Year!

Long live the American Legion and Roger B’s Post 154.
Semper Paratus,

Keith M. Wakefield
USCQG, Retired



AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Hello Everyone,

Happy New Year everyone, and I hope everyone had a great holiday. Just a reminder that our next meeting
is January 8", 2025. We had 52 kids for the Christmas Party, and the kids had a great time. Thank you
Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus. Looking forward to a new year. [ would like to thank everyone that volun-
teered with the Kids Christmas party. Thank you again. We are still taking donations for Community Re-
builders (towels, blankets, and sheets) for the Veterans and community. Remember, we are here to help the
community and the Veterans.

Lastly, we need people to sign up to make dinners on Thursday nights. The sign-up sheet is in the
Clubroom. Proceeds go toward the Bar Remodeling Fund.

Thank you,
Jeanne Volkers, Post 154 Auxiliary President

QUEEN OF HEARTS SUPPORTERS NEEDED

As we roll into 2025, the Queen of Hearts (QofH) Committee is preparing to renew our license for this excit-
ing game and we need a few more hands to help. Specifically, more members are required to be added to the
QofH committee, which is responsible for running all Queen Operations. So, if you’re able to help for a few
hours 1-2 nights a month and/or you enjoy counting money, can assist in ticket/food sales, or you’re comfort-
able with Excel spreadsheets, we can use your talents to assist in this growing game of chance and Auxiliary
fundraiser. Please contact one of the QofH committee co-chairs, Victoria Mavis/Patricia Coykendall for more
information. Most importantly, your support of our Queen of Hearts is appreciated!

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

From the SAL,

It’s still that time of year to get your renewal in for 2025. Come on down for some holiday cheer and get
renewed. Things are coming up at the Post: we still have the Queen of Hearts on the second and fourth
Sunday of the month, if you like basketball, it’s on TV at the Post, and in February we have Souper Satur-
day and the Super Bowl, and we also have Nascar on TV, too. Come on down and bring a snack to share
and have fun.

Hope to see you there,

SAL Commander Denny Rose




NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM

Greetings,
The New Year is upon us and I’'m hoping everyone had a great Christmas with their families.

It won’t be long, and we will be having our Souper Saturday event followed by the Superbowl party the next
day. Meat will be provided, but please bring a dish to pass. Let’s hope the Detroit Lions get their key players
back from their injuries and they make it to the Super Bowl this year.

I want to thank Melissa and Gail for fixing & providing a Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings for our Post
Members on Christmas Eve, and to Ronni, Chris, Amy, Terri, Eleanor, Julie, Rich & Linda M., Tracy T.W.,
Tami, Carol S., the Steenstras, and Victoria for the Holiday Treat Boxes they provided for our Post Veterans
for Christmas. That was very special and well appreciated by all. In fact, one of the ‘treat friends’ shared
this, “I was humbled today by a veteran’s comment after receiving a holiday treat box. He said that it’s been
years since he’s had a Christmas present. It brought tears to my eyes.”

The bar fund is growing thanks to all of you who have volunteered to cook Thursday Dinners for our Post,
also thanks to our Auxiliary member Victoria Mavis for her donations from her Artwork she sells in the
Clubroom. It is making a huge difference. We are now at $16,830 towards our goal so please give a shout
out to these Post Members for their hard work and dedication to our Home Post. We are hoping we’ll be
able to get the Bar rebuilt sometime this year.

Here is a look at the Thursday Dinners for January:

Jan 2- Totchos (tater tot nachos) by Amber

Jan 9- Soup and Mini-Subs by Truddie & Sandy

Jan 16- Goulash, Rolls, Salad, and Dessert by Gail

Jan 23- Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, and Dessert by Bonnie

Jan 30- Baked Ziti with Meatballs, Garlic Bread, Salad, and Dessert by Tracy
Music for January:

Sat. Jan 11th- Charlie Rockits Band 6:30 to 10:30 PM

Sat. Jan 25th- Charlie Rockits Band 6:30 to 10:30 PM

Thanks for making Post 154 such a special place to visit with family and friends.
Butch Hogan

Clubroom Finance Officer/Facilities Manager

Veterans and active-duty troops can sail on a free three-day, two-night cruise aboard Margaritaville at Sea, a
1,680-passenger cruise ship that first started sailing in 2022. The cruise line -- which sails from the Port of
Palm Beach, Florida, to Freeport, Grand Bahama Island -- features country music star Jimmy Buffett's Marga-
ritaville-themed shows and amenities, and the "iconic Margaritaville lifestyle," In its "Heroes Sail Free" pro-
gram, veterans, active-duty troops, first responders and educators who are verified through the GovX ID sys-
tem can get free passage on select 2- to 7-night sailings through 2026.

For more information, visit this website: https://margaritavilleatsea.com/current-offers/thank-you-for-your-
service




