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Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
January 2026 Newsletter

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Our Holiday season is over and to welcome in 2026, I wish the very best to our Legion Members and Family. I
also pray that you all had a safe and enjoyable Christmas, and a wonderful New Year’s Eve!

As we look back on 2025, let’s remember the many events that WE all accomplished by working together.
Here’s just to name a few:

o Electric doors at the entrance to the Clubroom

e New round tables in the hall (which makes for a different look for our rentals)

o The first of its kind Mobility Scooter/Wheelchair race, which we hope will be an annual event.

o Establishing an events committee, headed by Chairman David Veldkamp, Vice Commander of Legion 154

e The Auxiliary cooking the most delicious luncheon for over 100 men and women from the National
Guard on Sunday December 7th during their visit to our Post.

Going into 2026

On Thursday, January 22™, the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs, led by Veteran Affairs Specialist Adam
Swager, is returning to our Post between the hours of 4 and 7 pm. This event is for Veterans that have never reg-
istered with the VA and need help from Service Officers and Patient Advocates. Feel free to drop in that day or
contact me if you have additional questions.

January 27th, 2026, will mark the 55-year anniversary of the tragic deaths of Apollo 1 Astronauts Virgil Gus
Grissom, Edward H. White II, and our Post Namesake Roger B. Chaffee. Chaffee graduated from Grand Rapids
Central High School and later attended Purdue University. After his death, Chaffee’s mother and father

resided in the city of Wyoming, MI. Tragically, the mission never launched due to a fatal fire that occurred
during a pre-flight launch rehearsal test at Cape Canaveral. "

As we move into this new year, I encourage all members to stay involved, support one another, and a
continue building the strong sense of fellowship that makes our Post special. '
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With your participation and dedication, 2026 promises to be another year of meaningful service, growth,
and pride in our mission. Together, we can continue to have a positive impact on veterans and our
community.

May God continue to bless our Post, the veterans, and the families of veterans. Thanks to you all
for everything you do to make a difference here.

Respectfully Submitted,
Commander Bill Charon, US Army

AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Hello Everyone,

Hope you all had a wonderful holiday. I can’t believe that it’s 2026! Let’s make this a great year for
our military families.

We had a fabulous time with the National Guard at our luncheon. We had about 100 Guard members
at the luncheon. A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped.

On January 10" at 2 pm, we will be hosting a bus tour from the Post in Dorr. If you would like to
make a snack for that, please let me know (Volkersieanne@gmail.com ). Thank you to everyone that
donated pillows for Mel Trotter Ministries.

We are still taking donations for Parkview Elementary and Community Rebuilders.
Let’s have a great year.

Thank you,

Jeanne Volkers

Auxiliary President Post 154

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

Hi from the SAL,
It’s time to renew for 2026. Dues are $30 for Sons.
I hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving and Christmas,

Butch and I will be making hot beef sandwiches, mashed potatoes and gravy, and beans on the 15™.
Since the price of beef is up, the cost will be $12. We have more meat this time.

See you in the new year,
Denny Rose,
SAL Commander


mailto:Volkersjeanne@gmail.com

NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM

As of December 15th, the Bar Fund is $31,767 (this is the date my column for the January newsletter is be-
ing written) and deposits to this account are made once a week on Mondays, so by the time you read this
newsletter there will be three more deposits to the Bar Rebuild Account. We are getting closer to our goal
and Ken Stockel and Christa are working on the new bar design for price quotes.

Let us give thanks to the Auxiliary and Mr. & Mrs. Claus for the wonderful children’s Christmas party on
December 13", There were many smiles and pictures of Mr. & Mrs. Claus with the children and their
excitement when opening their gifts.

The Auxiliary also spent most of their Saturday preparing a wonderful meal for Active Military members
of the Army Reserve on 44th Street in Wyoming for a Sunday brunch here in our hall. They served about
100 people. Please give them thanks for their commitment to supporting our home Post. They did an
awesome job.

Also, we want to thank Melissa for her food drive and beer can drive last month. She collected the cans and
cashed them in (with help from Denny Farrell) and donated $116 to the Bar Rebuild Fund.

Please make it a point to stop in and meet the new bartender we added to our team, Audra Becker. Audra
has worked at the AMVETS Post 23 in Kentwood MI for the last 10 years. She’ll be a great addition, as she
is very pleasant and has a great sense of humor.

CLUBROOM HAPPENINGS
Saturday January 10™- Charlie Rockits from 6:30 To 10:30 PM
Thursday January 22™ - Veterans Association enrollments in the Hall from 4:00 to 7:00 PM
Saturday January 31* - Charlie Rockits from 6:30 to 10:30 PM

FOOD COURT

Thursday January 1%, New Years Day- Jan will be preparing hot dogs with all the fixings ($6 for large or
$5 for small). You’re asked to bring a dish to share.

Thursday January 8"- Christa’s Chicken Parm with Pasta, Salad, and Dessert $10.00

Thursday January 15™- Butch & Denny’s Hot Beef Sandwich, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Vegetable and
Dessert $12.00

Thursday January 22"%- Troy’s Beef Stroganoff $12

Thursday January 29™- Troy’s Chicken, Shrimp, & Sausage Jambalaya $12
Thanks for all your support helping our Post be successful.

Butch Hogan, Facilities Manager




Enrollment &
Resource Fair

Thursday, January 22, 2026
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
American Legion Post 154
2327 Byron Center Ave. | Wyoming, MI 49519

Onsite representatives include VA Eligibility & Enrollment, PACT Act,
Federal and State VA Benefits, Filing Claims and MyHealtheVet.

Bring your DD214 and previous year tax statement for onsite Healthcare Enrollment.
For questions, please call (269) 966-5600, ext. 36212.

o A\ U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

s -} Veterans Health Administration
Battle Creek VA Medical Center




