Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
June 2024 Newsletter
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Greetings,
June 6, 1944. D-Day, Normandy, France.

In the early morning hours of Sunday, 6 June, 1944 more than 156,000 infantry and paratroopers from more
than a dozen Allied nations launched an invasion of France. France had been conquered by Nazi Germany in
1940 and had been under German control for four years. After much preparation, hard work, and millions of
dollars, the United Nations Allies, including the US, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Free France, and
many others, landed on the beaches of Normandy.

More than 4,000 Allied troops were killed on the first day of the battle. After several days of intense combat,
the United Nations Forces broke through the German lines and began the surge toward the French capital,
Paris. By late summer, the Allies were deep into France and Belgium and on their way to Germany. Nine
months after D-day, the war came to an end with the collapse of the German Reich.

When you are enjoying a day at the beach or an afternoon baseball game this month, take a moment to think
what our forebears did on that sandy beach 80 years ago.

Just so you know, at the May Legion meeting, our members approved an annual dues increase from $45 to
$50 effective 1 July 2024. The increase was necessary as the National Legion and Department of Michigan are
raising their dues by $5.00.

Semper Paratus,
Keith M. Wakefield, USCG, Ret

PS: June 14 is Flag Day. Please fly Old Glory on that day.

PPS: 1 want to thank all the volunteers who spent three days (21,22,23. May) placing US Flags on -
Veterans’ grave sites at Rosedale Cemetery on Lake Michigan Dr (see page 3). Over 4500 flags

were put down by our members and their families. Great job by all concerned. Rosedale really looked
great when we were done.
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Our next Auxiliary meeting will be June 5th and it will be the last one until September 4th.

As my presidency comes to an end, it doesn’t mean you won'’t still see me around the Post helping out.
Volunteering has been and always will be part of my life.

Jeanne Volkers will be our President and Ronni Chappell will be our Vice President when we meet again
in September.

I’d like to thank our Auxiliary for all the help and support you have given me during my presidency. We
have accomplished so much. Just this past year we have raised funds for K-9 Camo Companions with a dog
show. K9 Camos connects veterans with a dog and offers classes for them at no cost. We have given funds
to the Veterans Garden in Wyoming and to Friends of Rolling Rock Ranch, which has a yearly pheasant
hunt just for veterans.

Our poppy fundraisers this year have been great. We have sold our members and visitors poppy key chains
and baked goods, along with basket raffles. All those funds go directly to support veterans. Now, we kick
off the Queen of Hearts to raise even more money. We are a busy group!

Please don’t forget our adopted school (Parkview Elementary). We have an ongoing donation box for
school supplies in the Clubroom near the Pull Tab machine.

A special thank you goes out to Val Jordan and Torie Carlson for the weeding and maintenance of the
Memory Garden. Thanks also to all of our bartenders for helping out with all of our fundraisers. Of course,
thanks to all of our Auxiliary membership as well as members of the Legion and SAL for their support.
Last but not least, a thank you goes out to Tracy Taylor Wakefield for spell checking and editing all our
news articles.

Enjoy your Summer!

Patricia Coykendall, Auxiliary President

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

From the SAL:

On June 8" we will be having our Tornado Chicken BBQ: Half a chicken, potato salad and cowboy beans
for 12 dollars. We’ll also have a 50/50 raffle and a raffle for a wheelbarrow full of booze and other
goodies, so come on down for a great meal! Dinner is at 4:00, doors open at 2:00.

If you would like to help or cook a meal stop down and let us know.

We’re also doing well on our renewals for the year.

Thank you for your support,

Denny Rose, Squadron Leader



NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM

Don’t forget the SAL TORNADO BBQ CHICKEN DINNER on Saturday, June 8. Serving starts at 4:00
PM.

Our cook Sue will be gone for the month of June so we will be serving summer foods on Thursdays like
hamburgers on the grill, Butch’s chili dogs, Butch’s tacos, etc. We will post the weekly menu in our
Clubroom.

Butch
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2024 Post 154 Flagging Volunteers

Bonnie Aufrance
Larry and Linda Bishop
Bud Bronson
Matt and Torie Carlson
Doug and Mary Cook
Dave and Deb Dame
Gage Frohriep
Pam and Mark Fulton
Rick and Cindy Harry
Val Jordan
Denny and Terri Noel
Wendy Randall
Elanor and Matt Sherrington
Rick Sikkenga
Christa Studebaker
Keith and Tracy Taylor Wakefield
Jacob Watkoski
Mandy Wyn



ANOTHER POPPY YEAR IN THE RECORDS!!

By the time this newsletter reaches you, it will be summer, which is a needed break for
all of us. Until we return in the fall with more poppy plans, here’s a recap from early May:

Considerable donations were received for our handcrafted poppy pins/keychains which
go to our appointed 2024 Poppy recipients, K9Camo Companions and Friends of Rolling
Rock Ranch. If you haven’t seen them yet, we were approved to make poppy pins and
keychains which feature the Auxiliary logo, along with a poppy. If you have a special
request (like a keychain with a snowy owl and a pink background), write it down with your
name and phone number, and put it in the poppy donation box by the jukebox. The pro-
ceeds from any special request get channeled to the poppy fund.

Our handcrafted poppy cookies were a yummy success and raised poppy awareness and
donations! Thanks to our creative baker, Tracy Taylor Wakefield for spearheading this ef-
fort

A volunteer team worked Poppy Donation Days at Family Fare. A shout out of apprecia-
tion to: Joeyln Alberta, Torie Carlson, Ronni Chappell, Pat Coykendall, Nancy Harrington,
Val Jordan, Melody Lee, Victoria Mavis, Paulette Meyers, Debra Rogers, Eleanor Sherring-
ton, and Shirley Youngs,

We are grateful for the bartenders’ support in posting/accepting donations for ‘Poppies
in Memoriam’. These bright red paper poppies displayed on the walls of the club remind all
of us of sacrifices made by those who served.

Lastly, we owe our members and friends gratitude for supporting our Poppy Program over
the last year. Your support has made a huge difference in our ability to service veterans in
our own backyard!

Poppy Chair, Victoria Mavis




NEEDED- A QUEEN’S COURT
TO HELP PROMOTE OUR QUEEN OF HEARTS (QofH) GAME!

Here are four quick things members (and friends) can do to help grow the Queen’s Jackpot:
1. Tell friends/contacts how much the Queen’s Jackpot has grown to and how they can get tickets.

2. Text pictures of club flyers or send Facebook Posts about QofH to friends, family, and other
contacts.

3. Invite others to Queen of Hearts Drawing Dates (2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month) AND

4. Let co-chairs know if there’s someone who is interested in selling QofH tickets outside of the
club. Possible ticket sellers are folks who are involved with other organizations besides Unit 154.

Since the Queen of Hearts is a Progressive Raffle Game, the more tickets that are sold, the bigger
the Jackpot will be (which benefits everyone)! Other Legion Units have shared that, on average,
60% of their ticket sales comes from outside the club, which means your community/contacts help
us grow this newest fundraiser! If at any time you have questions about the game or need tickets,
please speak to a Queen of Hearts Co-Chair: Ronni Chappell, Patricia Coykendall, Val Jordan, Vic-
toria Mavis, and Shirley Youngs.

Drawing dates are 2nd/4th Wednesday of the month (except Christmas Day) through 2/26/25 at 6
pm. Tickets are $2 and available at the bar. A person need not be present to win. The game is open
to the public (over the age of 18).

Auxiliary 154 appreciates your support of this popular game of chance that promotes enjoyment
and supports our mission to serve veterans and our community. We hope the Queen of Hearts is

good to you!
.
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S. A. L. SQUADRON # 154
“TORNADO CHICKEN” SATURDAY JUNE 8" 4 pm.
Doors Open at 2pm

\M. - ‘.A. L.

72 B.B.Q. CHICKEN, COWBOQOY BEANS, POTATO SALAD

ALL FOR $12.00
AT THE AMERICAN LEGION RODGER B CHAFFEE POST #154
2327 BYRON CENTER AVE. WYOMING
PUBLIC WELCOME



Wyoming Amercan Legion Post 154 Golf Cufing
The Pines Golf Course - Saturday Sepiember, 21st
Registration 8:00 AM - B:00 AM

-
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The pines golf course, 5080 Byron Centerdwve. SW Wyoming, Ml 48518 618-538-8388
1st 30 teams paid head to the course!

Entering a four-person team ($280)

Shotgun start - Tee Off B:00AM

18 Hole of golf with cart

4 person scramble

Dinner at the Post - Catered in Chicken, Meatballs, Pepper com, Mashed Potatoes, Tossed
Salad, dinner rodls, lemonade Coffee and Desserts

F70.00 Per Golfer
Longest Crive - Women & Men

Closest fo the pin on 2nd shot {men & Wormen)
Hele in one - Borgman Ford Mazda

Door Prize and Raffle
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Team Captain Mame

Phone: Email:

Golfer two Mame:

Golfer three Mame:

Golfer four Mame:

Please support our Post
For God and Country



Wyoming American Legion post 1354 Golf Quting Supporting Veterans

2327 Byron Canter Awve SW, Wyoming Mi 48518

Clubroom §16-538-4243

Grestings fellow supporters of our American Veterans

Each year Wyoming America Legion Post 154 holds a golf cuting tourmnament to support our local
weterans who have served our couniry in counfless ways. This event has successfully raised
funds to benefit local military weterans, their families, and other groups and organizations that

support the mission ouilined in the four pillars of the Amencan Legion. Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation. Mafional Security, Americanism, and Children & Youth.

Our main fund raiser is the golf cuting, giving you an opportunity to hawve a little fun slong with
supporting our effort to support veterans.

The tournament will be held st the Pines Golf Course . Byron Center Awve. W Woming, Ml on
Saturday September 21st. Registration will take place from 2:00 to 5:00 AM and tee off at S:00.
The tournament is open to anyone wishing to lend & helping hand to an American Veteran.
Please consider supporting our veterans in one of the following ways, Platinum, Gold, Sikver &
Bronze, plus:

* Sponsor a hale ($125)

* Sponsor aVeteran (570)
* Sponsoring one of fwo beverage carts (5200)

* Entering a four-person team (2800

Froviding a Gift Card, or a donation of any amouwnt
* Providing & gift for tournament prizes (any amount)
* Providing Rounds of golf, or golf ralated items

If your company or business would be interested is sponsonng or paricipating in any of these
options, pleass mail donations to or contact us at the American Legion Post 154,

four participation and donations will go along way towsards helping veterans in our community.
please call the club room for any guestions §168-538-4443 or you may e-mail us at
amencanlegion 1 S4{@comeast net

Thank you for your support, god bless you, and God Bless Amenca and our Yeteran's

Armerican Legion Golf Outing Committee Post 154
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY™



Whoming American Legion Post 154 Golf Outing
TIhe Pines Golf Course - Saturday September, 215t
Tee Off @ 500 AM
Sponsorship Registration
Flace an X next to your sponsorship EIM:
— Platinum Level 31,000 minimuwm - includes golf foursome (enter
names balow)
—— Gold Level & 500 minimum - incledes tawo free golfers enter names

below and add § 140 to complete the foursome
Silver Level $250 minimum - does not include golf

Bronze Level $150 - minimum - does not include golf
__ Spomnsor a Hole 5125 (includes =ign)
__ Sponsor a Weteran 570
_ Sponsor one of two Beverage Carts 3200
__ Providing a gift for fournament prizes (amy armownt)
_ Prvading a Gift Card, or a donation of (any amount)
Print and complete this. form. Only full foursomes will be accepted
Team Captain Mame

Bhone: Email:

Golfer two Mame:

Golfer three Name:

Golfer four Name:

Sponsorship + Golf Foursome = Total Amount Dus
Mote: After golfing a Catered Dinner at the Legion
hail completed form and your check made payable to:

Whroming American Legion
Ropger B. Chaffee Post 154 Golf Committee
3227 Byron Center Awve. SV
Whroming, M1 42518
Entries must be received by September 14th 2024
“FOR GOD AND COUNTRY™



Roger B Chaffee
American Legion
Post 154

Charitable Contribution Form

The following person and/or business has contributed cash, services, or
merchandise to the American Legion Post 154 to support Veteran Projects.
Located at 2327 Byron Center Ave SW, Whyoming, Mi 49519,

(501 &{19) Charity, Tax Exempt #38-2202790, Group 0925)

Diate:

Contributor:

Contribution:

“‘FOR GOD AND COUNTRY™



