Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
May 2025 Newsletter

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Greetings;

Happy June! June is a very significant month for the American Legion. It is the beginning of a new Legion
Year. New officers will be installed and new agendas will be developed.

On 4 June, Post 154 will swear-in a new slate of officers. These men and women will lead our Post over the next
year. I proudly support the newly elected and appointed officers of our Post and wish them success during their
term of office.

The newly elected Post Officers are as follows:

Commander Bill Charon

Vice Cdr. David Veldekamp
Adjutant. John Pike

Finance Off. Ken Stockell
Chaplain Leigh Wojcicki
Sgt at Arms. Rick Harry

Judge Adv. Craig Deminck
Service Off. Jerry Schmisck
Trustee. David Veldekamp
Trustee. Fred Youngs

Also in June our Post is hosting a Fraud Seminar that will be conducted by representatives of the Wyoming Police
and Huntington Bank on 18 June from 2-3pm. Almost everyone has been impacted by online scams. This seminar
will provide training on how to recognize a fraud and how to repair damages caused by these scams.

Other upcoming events:

The US Army marks its 250th Anniversary on June 14. Thank a soldier for their service.

The American Legion Department of Michigan’s Annual Convention in Sault Ste Marie July 10-13. R
There are no rooms left at the casino hotel, but some are still available at other hotels in the Soo area. o’

For all us fathers out there, the Post is marking Fathers Day, 6/15, with drink specials and hotdogs for
Dads. Come on down and get a Daddy Dog.

And lastly, this is the last Newsletter until September, 2025. So, don’t be looking for one »
next month. L
Have a happy and fun Legion summer.

’
Semper Paratus

Keith Wakefield, USCG, Ret



AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Hello everyone,
WOW! What a first year of being your Auxiliary President. Thank you all.

So, we have a couple of new officers. Let’s welcome them all. We’ll be having installment of officers at
our next meeting on June 4™ at 7 pm. Remember, we will be having pizza after the meeting.

We still have the Queen of Hearts all year long, and we’re adding a new game called Show Me the Money
on the same night as the Queen of Hearts, the second and fourth Wednesday of each month.

Hope everyone has a fabulous summer. Remember, our meetings will start up again on September 3™ at 7
pm. Hope to see a lot of new faces and remember, be nice.

Jeanne Volkers, Auxiliary President

Introducing . . . Show Me the Money!!!
Show Me the Money is a Bingo-Style Game where:

« Players purchase sets of three playing cards.

o A dealer calls out cards from a deck.
o When a player has all three cards in a set, they call out "Show Me the Money!"

The winning cards are verified, and the winner receives a share of the collected
money. Show me the Money will be played the same night as the Queen of Hearts,
the second and fourth Wednesday of each month.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

From the SAL:

I hope everyone is enjoying this crazy weather we’re having. It will get better. We just had an Open House
here at the Post. We’re glad to have three new members sign up with a few more applications still to be
turned in. Thank you for that.

We have a few things coming up: Tornado Chicken on June 21% and August 16™ (BBQ chicken, Eotato
salad, cowboy beans or coleslaw for $13). We’ll also be raffling a wagonful of fun. September 6" we’ll
have footlong hot dogs and burgers, chips, and pasta salad for $9. So come on down and enjoy our legion.
Have a safe summer, and get your grilling on!

Denny Rose, Commander




NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM

Greetings!

The month of May was mixed weather, yet the Detroit Tigers are off to a great start! As they hopefully continue their
winning record, stop by the Clubroom to enjoy the games with your friends and our $5 Pizzas (or bring your own
snacks).

Donor Mentions

The bar fund reached $21,340.08! A shout out of appreciation for all who have donated cash or contributed to activi-
ties that raised funds for the bar.

We appreciate those who donated their time/resources at the recent Open House Reception on May 17", Everyone
who volunteered went above and beyond to make this event successful as it resulted in 5 new members (2 Auxilia-
ry/3 SAL) and even more outstanding applications!

A ‘shout out’ to Owner Phil Schaafsma and Manager Cindy Trailer of DLN Integrated Systems for their generosity in
donating their staff’s time to remove overgrown vegetation around the Post. We couldn’t have accomplished this
huge job on our own.

Be sure and give a word of appreciation to the wonderful members/friends who make Thursday dinners possible.
Their donated time provides dinners for all to enjoy.

Please remember to appreciate our veterans. This can be as simple as seeing a veteran/military hat or shirt in line at the
grocery store and thanking the ‘wearer’ for their service.

Thursday Dinners — 5-6:30 pm or while supply lasts.

June 5™ Chicken Tacos on a Bun, Black Bean and Corn Salad, & Dessert by Amber $9
June 12" Grilled Burgers, Baked Beans, Chips & Dessert $9.00

June 19" - Brats, Pasta Salad, Chips & Dessert by Gail $9.00

June 26™- Spaghetti and Meatballs, Salad & Dessert by Tracy $9

June Activities:

June 15™- Father’s Day Special, Club open 12-7, Tigers, ‘Dogs’, and drink specials (see flyer page 5).

June 18" at 2 PM - Fraud & Scam Seminar, a free public event, is being held in the large hall. Flyer information/Sign-
up sheet located at the Clubroom. Members—please pass the word to co-workers/friends/neighbors/family.

June 21* from 4-6 PM - S.A.L. Tornado Chicken Dinner with cowboy beans or coleslaw and potato salad for $13.

June 21st and 22nd from 2-6 pm — Rummage Sale in the Post Hall. Beginning on June 15, you’re encouraged to do-
nate items for the sale (find the list of suggested items on the website). Proceeds will go to the Bar Fund.

June 28" from 6:30-10:30P — Live Music by the Charlie Rockits Band. Great night to stop by with neighbors &
friends for a few tunes or dances.

Event/Web Update:

Since the future of the Post depends on building/sustaining membership, we need to continue to host events which
appeal to those who might be eligible/interested in membership. To assist members in spreading the ‘Legion’ mes-
sage, a common brochure and business cards have been created that tell the ‘Legion 154 Family Story’. From an
online aspect, the Events Calendar on the Website www.AmericanLegionWyomingMI.org, as well as other infor-
mation it contains, is updated continually so it features the most current information. Additionally, we advertise most
events on the electronic sign in front of the building as well as on our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/61565852556407. Be sure and ‘like’ our page to receive timely posts for what’s going on!

So next time you’re at/near the Post, grab a few brochures, business cards, event flyers, or applications to share with
friends and family. For those who are new to Post 154, the brochures/business cards detail each organization
(Auxiliary, Legion, S.A.L) as well as feature what is needed to apply for membership. And remember—you can bring
ANYONE down to the club, they just need a member to sign them in to purchase alcoholic beverages at the bar.

Hey members, have you seen the new look in our Clubroom entrance?

"The Eagle Has Landed" thanks to long time Auxiliary member Vivian (Pooch) Plummer who donated monies to pur-
chase this Eagle with the American Flag background. Thank you Pooch for all you do. We all appreciate you, it looks
awesome.

Also, Bill Charon has purchased the new sign above and below the Eagle to brighten up our entry way. Thank you
Bill, you are also appreciated by all.

Thank you for your continued support of our Legion Post & Clubroom, as you are truly appreciated!

Butch Hogan, Clubroom Finance Officer / Facilities Manager


http://www.AmericanLegionWyomingMI.org
https://www.facebook.com/61565852556407
https://www.facebook.com/61565852556407

2025 Rosedale Memorial Cemetery Flaggers
Neither cold nor rain nor gloom of night could keep these flaggers from doing right.
Bonnie AuFrance
Bud Bronson
Matt and Torie Carlson
Doug Cook
Mark and Pam Fulton
Carla Hill
Janice Holton
Val Jordan
Marsha Moore
Denny and Terri Noel
Starl and Wendy Randall
Eleanor and Matt Sherrington
Rick Sikkenga
Jas and Christa Studebaker
Keith and Tracy Taylor Wakefield
William TerMolen
Jean Tingley
Daryl Visser
Mandy Wyn



Protecting You and Your Loved Ones from
Fraud and other Financial Scams

A timely public presentation of fraudulent activity that targets all
Americans and how to prevent being a victim. Fraud Detective
Erich Staman from The Wyoming Police Department Fraud Unit
and Greg Rios, VP of Community Development from Huntington
Bank will share the latest fraud/scam trends and tips to avoid

getting ‘hooked’ (and losing your SS money).

Free to Attend!
Post 154 Members
Spread the word—Co-workers/
Family/Friends/Neighbors

Wednesday, June 18th, 2-3:30p
American Legion 154 Hall
2327 Byron Center Ave
Wyoming MI 49519

Covered Topics include

« Online banking fraud-how to detect/
prevent;

. Who gets targeted for fraud and why;

. Different Types of fraud approaches, i.e.,
technology, romance, helping a relative, won a sweepstakes,
fictitious celebrity accounts;

. Fraud spread through Social Media (Facebook, emails, text
messages, etc);

. Government Imposters; OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
. Money Mules; and Pre-register at
« Lots of information and www.AmericanLegionWyomingMIl.org
pointers on how to avoid all CLICK ON EVENTS TAB
st types.

N O Presenters: Huntington Bank
7 = Hosted by: American Legion Post 154 . .
= 2327 Byron Center Ave, Wyoming Ml & Wyommg Police
616-538-4443

(25 SIS Department-Fraud Division




S.A.L SQUADRON 154
“TORNADO CHICKEN” SATURDAY JUNE 21°" at 4 pm

Doors Open at 2 pm

72 B.B.Q CHICKEN, COWBOY BEANS, POTATO SALAD

ALL FOR $13.00 AT THE AMERICAN LEGION ROGER B.
CHAFFEE POST #154

2327 BYRON CENTER AVE, WYOMING
PUBLIC WELCOME!



- ASHLEY

‘ GRAND RAPIDS | GRANDVILLE | P\»«L»\Hf«Z"O ) S

ANNUAL

VETERAN CELEBRATION
oPEN TOALLVETERANS, FRIENDS AND FAMILY -

SATURDAY, JUNE 28™
12 PM - 4 PM

HUDSONVILLE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Presented by your locally-owned, Veteran-owned Ashley stores in

Grand Rapids, Grandville and Kalamazoo
JOIN US
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PRIZE DRAWINGS

Style You Crave. Quality You Deserve. Prices You Love.



FATHER’S DAY 2025 I Ko heroes

wear capes!

“COMING DOWN FOR THE

BALL GAME!”

Sunday, June 15th, 12-7p
Post 154, 2327 Byron Center Ave SW. Wyoming Ml

« Enjoy a Tiger’'s Home game (12:05P against Cincinnati) on
one of our 6 TV screens;

Drink Specials for Canned Beer/Well
Drinks;

Hot Dogs/Chips available 1-2:30p;

Families/Children/Public
welcome; and

« Bring a Picture of your Mili-

tary Father or other Family Member for our TV Gallery!

crafted in the USA? Each Plaque is beautifully
j constructed out of wood in a 11” round frame.
Most Military branches in stock—$35 Each or
all 6 for $180. Display available for viewing in the entrance to Post
154 Main Hall. Proceeds support general programs that are focused
on Veterans. Contact Bill Charon, 616-318-1104,
billmsu42@sbcglobal.net or order on the sign up

sheet near the bar.




Legion 154 Annual Golf Outing
To Help Our Veterans o
SAVE THE DATE-9/20 at The Pines &

HERE’S THE DETAILS:

[J Register a foursome to play ($340); Early Bird Discount ($320 for a foursome) ap-
plies if registered by 9/1/25. Registration includes a catered in chicken dinner at
154 Legion Hall following the Outing;

Sponsor one of two beverage carts ($200 each);

Sponsor a hole ($125);

Sponsor a Veteran to play ($85);

Provide a Gift Card, or a donation of any amount to be raffled in a silent auction;

Provide a gift for tournament prizes (any amount);

Provide Rounds of golf, golf related items, or other items for our silent auction;
and

[J Volunteer to help work the event on 9/20 (either at the course or the club set-
ting up for the dinner).

We hope we can count on you, and/or your organization/business to contribute to

help our veterans. We appreciate your support. God bless you, and God Bless

N I A

America and our Veterans!

GOLF OUTING EVENT DETAILS

Registration 8-8:50am, Shotgun Start/Tee Off 9am;

4-Person Scramble; 18 Holes of Golf with Cart;

Prizes for: Longest Drive - Women & Men, Closest to the Pin on 2nd shot- Men & Women, & Hole in One (Grand Prize to be announced
later); and

Dinner at Post 154 following the Outing — Catered in Chicken Dinner.

Team Captain Name: Phone: Email:

Golfer #2 Name: Golfer #3 Name:

Golfer #4 Name:

Return this Form to Bill Charon billmsu42@global.net, or Ken Stockel ken5721@yahoo.com, or drop off
to American Legion #154 to register or help sponsor our event.

‘FOR GOD AND COUNTRY’




