Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
March 2025 Newsletter

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

The month of March is very significant for the American Legion, because it’s our birthday. This year marks 126
years since the veterans of the Great War in Europe met in Paris to establish an organization that would dedicate
its mission to improving the lives of American war veterans.

On March 14, 1919, more than one thousand American soldiers, sailors, and marines met at the Cirque de Paris to
discuss creating a “legion of veterans.” A Legion that would work to ensure all American Veterans received
earned benefits such as a vets bonus, medical care, and pension funds for disabled vets.

For three days the gathered veterans discussed and debated what the new organization would look like. It was de-
cided that the basic unit of the new organization would be a local community Post. Each state would be referred to
as a Department (department is the basic sub-division of France, so the newly minted Legionnaires honored their
founding locale by calling our states Departments.)

On March 17, 1919, after much discussion, the gathered veterans voted to proceed with establishing an “American
Legion.” As the vets returned home to the states, they began to organize in their local communities.

In September of 1919, the U.S. Congress granted a Charter to the American Legion recognizing it officially as a
non-profit veterans organization

By the time the first Legion Convention opened on 10 November, 1919, there were over one hundred Legion
Posts across the United States.

For more than 126 years, the American Legion has provided help and support to millions of veterans. The Ameri-
can Legion of today has the same continuing mission. We should all be proud of our mission as Legionnaires.

Semper Paratus, -

Keith M. Wakefield, USCG (ret)

PS- One long held tradition of the Legion is that no Post can be named for a living person. VFW and
Amvets can do so, but we cannot.

-

<




AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Hello everyone. Hope that you are surviving this cold weather.

As I am writing this we have 34 more days until spring. Also, remember to set your clocks ahead on March
9th. I would like to thank everyone that volunteered to help with the Queen of Hearts and the Dinners at the
Post. Keep up the great job! I really appreciate all of you for stepping up to help. THANK YOU!

Also, thank you to everyone that brought in soup for Souper Saturday. The Queen of Hearts is starting a
new game this month. May 3rd we are hosting K9 CAMO. May 15th -17th is Poppy Days. If you would
like to volunteer please get in touch with Val Jordan. Her email is valjjordan@gmail.com.

Thank you,

Jeanne Volkers, Auxiliary President

POPPY ARTISTIC CREATION CONTESTS
(for Senior Auxiliary or Junior Auxiliary & SAL Members and Special Needs)

Artistic Creation Categories

A. Poppy Centerpiece — The red poppy must be the main flower, even though other flowers may be used in the
arrangement. You should be able to view the centerpiece from any direction.

B. Poppy Unique Display — The red poppy must be the main flower, even though other flowers may be used. A
unique display doesn’t need to be visible from all sides like the centerpiece does.

C. Poppy Corsage or Wristlet— The red poppy must be the main flower, even though other flowers may be used.
Deadline is March 18".

The judging is based on: Originality 25%, Best Use of Poppy 50%, Overall Appeal 25%
Department Awards: 1st Place - Junior/SAL, Senior, Special Needs (Class VII) - $10.00

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Hi from the SAL!

Make sure you get your renewals in. Our dues will be going up next year to $30.

The SAL is going to have our annual Chili Cookoff on March 8. Get your chilis in by 3:30 so we can get
started by 4:00. There’s a $5 entry fee and a $5 fee to taste and judge your favorite chili. First place is
$100, second place is $75, and $50 for third. Come on out and bring in your best chili!

One other thing- If you came down for Souper Saturday, it was the best turnout we ever had with 26
different kinds of soup. We started Souper Saturday about 17 years ago, so this was the best by far. If you
missed it, maybe next year will be bigger and better than ever. What a blast we had! Thank you all for
making it fun. That’s all for now.

Commander Denny Rose



mailto:valjjordan@gmail.com

NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM

Greetings,

Souper Saturday on February 8th was a record breaker. We had 26 soups, and a full house and fun was had
by all. Last year we had 19 soups and plenty of snacks.

There was not a very big crowd for the Super Bowl party so we had to close the Clubroom shortly after the
halftime show.

The bar finally has the “Square System” cash register software that accepts Credit Cards, so you won’t need
to rely on the ATM machine to get money to purchase your beverages.

Please give thanks to all the wonderful ladies who are making our Thursday dinners. It is greatly appreciated
by all.

Here is a look at the Thursday Dinners for March:

March 6th Bonnie’s Ham Slices & Scalloped Potatoes’ Dessert $8.00

March 13th Chanda’s Taco/Taco Salad Bar $8

March 20th Truddie & Sandy’s Cincinnati Chili, Garlic Bread, Dessert $8.00
March 27th Tracy’s Chicken Breast, Broccoli, and Stuffing Casserole $8.00
March Activities:

March 8th, Chili Cook-Off. Sampling starts at 3:30 PM

Charlie-Rocklts 1s on Saturday March 8th from 6:30 to 10:30 PM. Invite your neighbors and friends for a
good time and a few dances.

March 18th is the start of the NCAA March Madness Tournament. The Final Championship Game is on
April 7". Come on down to our Clubroom and bring a friend to enjoy the games.

Thanks for all your support of our Legion Post and Clubroom
Butch Hogan

Finance Officer / Facilities Manager

Veterans and active-duty troops can sail on a free three-day, two-night cruise aboard Margaritaville at Sea, a
1,680-passenger cruise ship that first started sailing in 2022. The cruise line -- which sails from the Port of
Palm Beach, Florida, to Freeport, Grand Bahama Island -- features country music star Jimmy Buffett's Marga-
ritaville-themed shows and amenities, and the "iconic Margaritaville lifestyle," In its "Heroes Sail Free" pro-
gram, veterans, active-duty troops, first responders and educators who are verified through the GovX ID sys-
tem can get free passage on select 2- to 7-night sailings through 2026.

For more information, visit this website: https://margaritavilleatsea.com/current-offers/thank-you-for-your-

service




S.A.L. CHILI COOK-OFF

AMERICAN LEGION ROGER B. CHAFFE POST #154
2327 BYRON CENTER RD. WYOMING
PUBLIC WELCOME TO BRING THEIR OWN CHILI TO ENTER

BATTLE OF THE BOWLS
SATURDAY MARCH 8" 2025
DOORS OPEN AT 2 P.M. PUBLIC WELCOME
JUDGING/TASTING BEGINS AT 4:00 P.M.

$5.00 ENTRY FEE/ $5.00 TASTING FEE
CHILIES MUST BE PRESENT BY 3:30 P.M.

TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR AWARDS
$100.00 1° Place /$50.00 2"/ $25.00 3™



