
Roger B. Chaffee Post 154 

May 2024 Newsletter 

 

 COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings, 
 
Happy May everyone. The month of May is always busy at Post 154. We all are shaking off the residue of    
winter and looking forward to the Great Michigan Summer. Our home state can be beautiful when it wants to be. 
     As I said, May is a busy month. Lots of activities and events and our first holiday of the Spring, Memorial 
Day. On the last Monday of May, Americans take a moment to remember those heroes who gave all they had to 
protect and defend our great nation. The following events are also in the month of May: 
 
1. Vets Info Coffee Meeting will be held at the Post on 4 May from 9 am to 1pm.  Coffee and donuts will be 
provided. Reps from the VA and the American Legion Department Service Officer are scheduled to attend. It 
should be an informative session. 
 
2. On 11 May at 5 pm Post 154 will host the American Legion Fifth District Association’s Annual Memorial 
Banquet. Each year we mark the passing of Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and SAL members who have passed over 
the last twelve months. Tickets must be purchased ASAP by calling our District Chaplain Bill Yuncker at (616) 
696-4158. 
 
3. From 21-23 May, members of Post 154 will be placing American flags on Veterans’ graves at Rosedale Cem-
etery on Lake Michigan Drive. This is a huge undertaking, and we really need your help. You can sign up at the 
Post. Call Tracy for more information (616) 970-8920. 
 
As I said before, May is a busy month, but it is also a great month to support your Legion and our Veterans. 
 
Semper Paratus, 
 
Keith M. Wakefield, USCG (Ret) 

 

 

Post 154 Commander Keith Wakefield        

presents a check for $500 to the Director of 

Volunteer Services at the VA Clinic. 



SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

From the SAL: 
We are doing well on renewals. We are also getting new members recently, and                      
that’s great! To let everyone know, we’ll be having our Tornado Chicken dinner on June 8th. 
Dinner’s at 4:00 and the doors open at 2:00. Dinner will be half a chicken, potato salad and 
cowboy beans. Great stuff for just $12.  We’ll also have 50/50s and a wheelbarrow of booze 
just like last year.  
 
We’re going to be having babyback ribs later this summer, so come on out for a great day! 
Thanks for your membership, and come on in to see us! 
 
Commander Denis Rose 

Our next Auxiliary meeting will be May 1st  at 7 pm. At that meeting we will 
have second nominations and elections of the officers for next year’s board. Swearing in will 
take place at our June meeting. 
 
The club room is running a Casino Bus Trip on Saturday May 18th to Fire Keepers Casino in 
Battle Creek with proceeds going towards the Bar Remodeling Project (see pg. 6 for more     
information). The sign-up sheet is on the west wall of the Clubroom. The deadline for signing 
up is May 17th.  
 
The Auxiliary will be starting a Queen of Hearts Game May 22. Get your tickets at the Club 
Room. More information can be found on page 5. 
 
We need volunteers to participate in our annual flagging of Rosedale Cemetery in Allendale on 
May 22-24. You can sign up in the Clubroom or contact Tracy Taylor Wakefield (616) 970-
8920. This is a great way to honor our fallen veterans at the cemetery. 
 
Crockpot Tuesdays will end at the end of May. I would like to thank everyone that participated. 
And finally, I want to thank ALL our Auxiliary members who have helped with volunteering 
their time and monies and participating in all the events that our Post membership has put on. 
Still looking for some help with the memory garden. It will need weeding throughout the sum-
mer.  
Remember, when you’re in the Club Room, please pick up after yourself by clearing your table 
before you go. Let’s help keep our Post home looking good! 
 
Patricia Coykendall 
Auxiliary President 

Menu for Crockpot Tuesdays in May 
5/7- Poppy de Mayo Taco Bowl by Victoria 

5/14- Meatball Marinara Subs by Pinky 
5/21- Hamburger Bun Things by Amber 
5/28- Sloppy Joe’s by Rich and Linda 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY 



NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM 

May 10th we’re having a partner pool tournament. $5 per person. Names are drawn for partners. Walk-ins 
are welcome. 
 
May 11th is the Memorial Banquet, honoring those members we lost over the past year. After the banquet, 
we’ll have entertainment by Christopher Sloan in the Clubroom from 7-10 pm.  
 
May 17th is the shuffleboard tournament. Walk-ins are welcome. The sign-up sheet is on the west wall in the 
Clubroom, or you can sign up at the bar. 
May 17th  we’re having a funeral luncheon for Deb Hoffman, wife of our dear friend and member Paul 
Hoffman, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. 
 
May 18th is the Casino Bus Trip. $45 per person. You’ll get $20 in play at Firekeepers and $5 toward food 
or souvenirs. Sign up by May 17th, 
 
May 21st - 23rd we’ll be flagging veteran’s gravesites at Rosedale Cemetery in Allendale. May 24th is a rain 
day. There’s a sign-up sheet on the west wall in the Clubroom. We need volunteers to get the job done! For 
more information, call Tracy Taylor Wakefield at (616) 970-8920. 
 
May 25th we’ll be having two different bands in the Clubroom that will be playing from 6:30 pm to 10;30 
pm - Purple Drank and Tiny Car Army Band.  

 
Thursday May Dinners- Our cook, Sue Charon, will be having surgery sometime this month, so we can’t 
schedule the dinners at this time. We do know the dinner for Thursday, May 2nd- Beef Tips w/ Amish    
Noodles, Rolls, Vegetable & Dessert $9.00. Please check the Website weekly for May's Thursday meals or 
come visit the Clubroom for the Thursday menu. 
 
Sorry for the inconvenience. 
 
Butch and Crista 

Vet Tix* provides tickets to events which reduce stress, strengthen family bonds, build life-long mem-

ories and encourage service members and veterans to stay engaged with local communities and Ameri-

can life. We support our troops by honoring their service and providing positive    family and life expe-

riences, during and after their years of service to our country. 

Vet Tix provides tickets to all branches of currently-serving Military and Veterans, including   immedi-

ate family of troops KIA. 

Vet Tix secures tickets to sporting events, concerts, performing arts, educational and family    activities 

across the nation. VetTixers sign up online. We verify their service. VetTixers request tickets to events 

that interest them, then pay a small delivery fee to receive their free tickets. 

Check it out here by copying and pasting this link into your browser: https://www.vettix.org/visitor/

FREE TICKETS FOR ACTIVE MILITARY AND VETERANS 



POPPY DAYS ARE HERE!!  

 

It’s already been a busy spring with Poppy activities, and the best is yet to come! 

· HANDCRAFTED POPPY PINS/KEYCHAINS - available for donation and 

displayed on the counter near the popcorn machine. Get your favorite to proudly dis-

play your veteran support. Pup-related chains are available too, with donated pro-

ceeds going to K9 Camo Companions. 

· POPPY COOKIES - these are extra yummy as they are prepared by our own 

bakers. Remember, this is a fundraiser. Cookie are $2 each or 3 for $5. 

· VETERANS ARE NEEDED - to help with our poppy donation days on 5/16 

through 5/18 at the Family Fare at 2900 Burlingame SW. If you’re able to join one of 

our volunteers for an hour or so, to show your support, please contact Victoria Mavis, 

570-807-1882, vmavis88@gmail.com for scheduling. Be sure and come dressed in a 

manner that identifies you as a veteran. 

· MEMORIAM PAPER POPPIES – are available in the club for display by 

donation. Get one ‘in remembrance’ to grace the clubroom walls. All donations can 

be placed in the Poppy Donation Change Drop Box located by the jukebox.  

· THANK YOU, MEMBERS for recent donations for our Poppy Raffle      

Baskets! Although basket raffles will return after our summer break, basket donations 

can be left at the club at any time to the attention of Victoria Mavis. 

· AND MAY 24th, be sure and wear RED in honor of NATIONAL POPPY 

DAY. Additionally, we encourage members to support the national campaign to 

Wear Red Every Friday to Remember Everyone Deployed. 

 

 

 



        

  

ANNOUNCING THE AUXILIARY’S NEWEST FUNDRAISER -  

QUEEN OF HEARTS PROGRESSIVE RAFFLE!  

Here’s the short version of how our newest fundraiser works. 

Game Overview:  The Queen of Hearts (QofH) centers on a deck of playing cards (52), 

each represents a chance to win big$$. You win if your ticket is drawn and your chosen en-

velope number contains the QofH. 

Drawing Dates: Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday at 6pm starting on May 22, 2024, and ending 

on February 26, 2025 (last drawing date). Ticket Cost: $2. 

How to play Q of H: 

· Each purchased ticket is good for one drawing only. 

· During the drawing event, a ticket is randomly drawn from the pool of purchased  

tickets. The corresponding playing card is then revealed and removed from the board. 

· If the envelope opened contains the QofH, the ticketholder WINS the JACKPOT. If 

not, they receive a $20 gift certificate. 

· If the Queen is not revealed, the stubs for that week’s drawing are destroyed, new 

ticket sales begin, and the jackpot rolls over to the next drawing event until the QofH is     

finally found. 

· For more information, see the Summary House Rules or the Detailed/Official House 

Rules which are posted near the QofH Display Board.   

· If at any time you have questions, please speak to a Queen of Hearts Committee  

Member for answers. Co-chairs/committee members are: Ronni Chappell, Patricia    

Coykendall, Kristy Goliver, Val Jordan, Victoria Mavis, Jeanne Volkers, and Shirley Youngs. 

Auxiliary 154 is excited to present this popular game of chance that promotes enjoyment and 

supports our mission to serve veterans and our community. Thank you for your support; We 

hope the Queen of Hearts is good to you! 



 
 

                                 CASINO BUS TRIP                                    

                                                     To: FIREKEEPERS CASINO 

SATURDAY MAY 18h. COST: $45.00 

INCLUDES: $20.00 IN CASINO FREE PLAY AND $5.00 IN POINTS 

WHICH CAN BE USED FOR FOOD OR AT THE GIFT SHOP 

ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT OUR CLUB ROOM 

                                           MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:   LINDA MEYERS 

THERE IS ONE (1) AND ONLY ONE (1) SIGN-UP SHEET 

YOU MUST!  PAY BEFORE YOUR NAME GOES ON THE SHEET 

 NO REFUNDS! BUS LEAVES AT 8 am FROM POST #154 

IF YOU CAN NOT GO, AFTER YOU PAID  

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBLITY TO FIND SOMEONE TO TAKE YOUR SEAT  

WE WILL TRY TO HELP YOU FIND SOMEONE BUT NO REFUNDS 

NO SMOKE BREAKS ON WAY THERE OR BACK, WILL SPEND 4 HRS AT CASINO   

                   WILL STOP AT THE AMERICAN LEGION POST #127 (DOOR) FOR ABOUT AN 

          HOUR AND A HALF,THEY ARE OFFERING SLOPPY JOES AND POTATO SALAD $5.00 

 

BRING YOUR PICTURE I.D. AND PLAYERS CARD 

ASK YOUR BARTENDER FOR THE SIGN-UP SHEET 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 

2327 BYRON CENTER AVE. WYOMING MI 

 

 

  



S. A. L.  SQUADRON # 154   

“TORNADO CHICKEN” SATURDAY JUNE 8th  4 pm.  

Doors Open at 2pm 

 
½ B.B.Q. CHICKEN, COWBOY BEANS, POTATO SALAD  

ALL FOR $12.00 

AT THE AMERICAN LEGION RODGER B CHAFFEE POST #154 

2327 BYRON CENTER AVE. WYOMING 

PUBLIC WELCOME 

 



 

Attention all Veterans of all Eras! 

Come Catch up with other Veterans! 

 
Bring a Friend or Friends Too! 

Coffee, Soda, Donuts 

Veteran service Officers will be present to talk  

as well as Post Personnel. 

Saturday, 4th of May 

0900-1300 hrs 

Roger B. Chaffee 

American Legion Post 154 



2327 Byron Center Ave. S.W. Wyoming, MI 49519 

 



 



 



 



The American Legion 

Sons of The American Legion 

American Legion Auxiliary 

2024 JOINT FIFTH DISTRICT 

MEMORIAL BANQUET 

AND SERVICE 

Saturday May 11, 2024 

5:00 P.M. Social Hour – 5:30 P.M. Dinner 

Roger B. Chaffee Post 154 

2327 Byron Center Ave SW 

Wyoming, MI 49519 

Tickets $20.00 each 

 

Tickets available by calling Bill Yuncker at (616) 696-4158. 

 

NO ALCOHOL IN HALL ONCE CEREMONY BEGINS 

BUSINESS CASUAL ATTIRE REQUESTED 

NO REFUNDS 


