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 COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Happy Memorial Day!   

 May marks the time of the year when the American Legion honors the memory of the men and women who made 

the ultimate sacrifice for their friends and neighbors. 

The first Memorial Day, then called Decoration Day, was held in Gettysburg, PA on May 

30,1868. The “decorating” of veteran graves with flowers and flags became a tradition throughout the United 

States. By 1890, Decoration Day was observed in every state. 

However, although observed in some manner by all of the states, the holiday was not officially recognized by the 

Federal government.  

Various groups had tried to convince Congress that Decoration Day should be a national holiday. A key proponent 

in favor of a Decoration Day holiday was the American Legion. After many years of persuasion by various veter-

ans’ groups, Congress created a new federal holiday. In 1971, Decoration Day became Memorial Day, which now 

takes place on the last Monday in May. 

Over the years, one of the ways Post 154 has observed Memorial Day is by placing flags on the more than 4500 

veteran graves at Rosedale Cemetery on Lake Michigan Drive in Walker. This year, we will be at the cemetery 

May 20, 21, 22 and maybe 23 if we are delayed by weather. There will be a signup sheet for flag volunteers in the 

Clubroom. It is a very moving experience. Come on out and pay your respects to those who came before. 

 

A few other brief notes: 

There will be a K9 Camo Dog Show in the Post Hall on 3 May. 

Legion and Auxiliary elections are on 7 May. Nominations are still open. 

We are having a Post Open House on 17 May from 11 to 3 to try to attract new members. If you have a family 

member or friend who qualifies for membership, invite them down to find out more about us. More information 

can be found on our web page and on Page 5 of this newsletter. 

 

As you can see, May is a busy place at Post 154 and I haven’t mentioned the Tigers once. 

Come on down and see what is going on in your Post. 

 

Semper Paratus, 

 

Keith M. Wakefield 

USCG, Ret 



SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

From the SAL: 

Let’s get the renewals in for this year. Next year dues will be going up to $30. 

Before you know it, it will be May. We’re going to have an Open House here at Roger B. Chaffee Post 154 

on May 17 from 11 am - 3 pm. All members of the Legion Family can bring family and friends interested 

in joining our Post to the event. For the SAL, that means anyone who had a father, grandfather, or mother 

in the service is eligible for membership. They need to bring their DD-214 with them. The organizers 

would also like you to bring in a baked good for a bake sale. There will also be pork sliders and chips and a 

fire pit for a S’mores Station in the back. Hope to see you there. 

In June, we’ll be having a presentation on fraud and other financial scams that can happen with online 

banking, social media, and others. It’s scheduled from 2 -3:30 on June18th. There’s no cost to attend, but 

you need to preregister at vmavis88@gmail.com or by texting (570) 807-1882. 

Thank you. 

SAL Commander Denny Rose 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY 

Welcome To Spring! I hope that everyone had a great Easter. Just a reminder that we will be having nomi-

nations and then vote on the new Officers for next year at our next meeting on May 7th at 7 pm.  

A reminder that Poppy Days are May 15th -17th at the Family Fare on Burlingame and 28th St. We are still 

needing volunteers to help, so please just let Val Jordan know as soon as possible if you can help by email-

ing her at valjjordon@gmail.com.  

Also, there is an Open House at the Club May 17th from 11am until 3 pm to attract new members. So, if 

you know of anyone who may be eligible for membership in the Auxiliary, encourage them to attend. The 

Queen of Hearts pot is growing, so make sure you get your tickets.  

Thank you,  

Jeanne Volkers, Post 154 Auxiliary President 

mailto:vmavis88@gmail.com


 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM 

May is finally here, bringing some warmer weather, and if you have any bare spots in your yard, May is 

the best time to lay down some grass seed. 

Speaking of yard clean up, DNL Integrated Systems, an engineering company off 60th Street, is bringing 

in 30 volunteers on May 20th to clean up the yard area and hillside overlooking the park, removing all the 

debris and tree branches etc. This should enhance the sight line to the park. They will also be cleaning up 

around the trash bin area. 

Here’s what’s happening in May: 

Sat. May 3rd - K9 Camo Dog Show from11:00 to 3:00 PM. The bar will be open. 

Sat May 10th- The Charlie Rockits Band will be here from 6:30 to 10:30 PM. 

Sat May 17th- The Legion, Auxiliary and S.A.L. will host an Open House Reception from 11:00 am to 

3:00 pm in an effort to gain new members. If you know of anyone who qualifies for membership, bring 

them down! 

Next month, on Wednesday June 18th, the Clubroom is hosting a Fraud Seminar from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM 

with Erich Staman from the Wyoming MI Police Department and Greg Rios from Huntington Bank to in-

form everyone who attends about all the various scams currently going on and how to prevent being taken. 

Scammers target the elderly, so please invite your friends and neighbors to this seminar. The bar will be 

open for cocktails, and you are welcome to bring your cocktails to the Seminar. 

Our Bar Fund as of 4/16/25 is now at $20,155.33. Thanks to everyone who contributed and all of the par-

ticipants who make Thursdays Dinners and their contributions to the bar fund. 

 

Here’s our Thursday dinner menu for May: 

May 1st- Bonnie’s Bean Soup with Cornbread & Ham Sliders- $7.00 

May 8th- Butch & Denny’s Hot Beef Sandwich w/ Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Vegetable & Dessert- $9.00 

May 15th- Chanda’s Breakfast for Dinner, with French Toast Sticks, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage Links, Hash 

Browns & Fruit- $9.00 

May 22nd - Melissa and Mikey’s Build A Burger, Chips & Mac Salad- $9.00 

May 29th - Tracy’s Beef Stew, Crescent Rolls, Salad & Dessert. $9.00 

 

Thanks for all your support. 

Butch Hogan 

Facility Manager / Clubroom Finance Officer 

UPDATED WEBSITE/VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR EVENTS 

As Post 154 moves into the summer, there is much activity being planned for you/your friends’ enjoyment. 

Visit our updated website at www.AmericanLegionWyomingMI.org for a full list of events scheduled 

through the end of the summer. Also- we are in need of volunteers (Legionnaires, SAL, Auxiliary, and non-

member friends) to spread the word for a few upcoming events, specifically the Dog Show on May 3rd, Open 

Reception on May 17th, the Fraud/Scam Seminar on June 18th, and Tornado Chicken on June 21st. Check out 

the Events Drop down menu for a list of updated events and invite your friends/family/neighbors to attend. 

Remember—growing our Post’s future is at the heart of being a Post member and telling others of our events 

is a great way to get others to join. If you’re in the club and see an unfamiliar face, be welcoming. There are 

brochures available for the Legion/SAL/Auxiliary, as well as a new “common” brochure that has been devel-

oped for our post which lists our Legion family. Your support of Post 154 is appreciated in all you do! 



 
K9 CAMO DOG SHOW 

MAY 3, 2025 

11 AM-3 PM 

 

ROGER B. CHAFFEE POST 154 

2327 BYRON CENTER AVE. SW 

WYOMING, MI 49519 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (616) 970-0234 



 





S.A.L SQUADRON  154 

“TORNADO CHICKEN” SATURDAY JUNE 21ST at 4 pm 

Doors Open at 2 pm  

 
½ B.B.Q CHICKEN, COWBOY BEANS, POTATO SALAD 

ALL FOR $13.00 AT THE AMERICAN LEGION ROGER B. 

CHAFFEE POST #154 

2327 BYRON CENTER AVE, WYOMING 

PUBLIC WELCOME! 



 



 


