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Roger B. Chaffee Post 154

November 2025 Newsletter
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

FALL HAS ARRIVED!!

Welcome to November—the beginning of the Holiday season. Our mild fall weather has dramatically changed,
leaving us with cooler temps; the Tigers are snoring, but the Lions are ROARING! Prepare to soon put on scarves and
boots to stay warm.

LIVING MEMORIALS AT THE POST- In a world where loss is inevitable, creating “life” in someone’s honor is
a powerful way to heal, remember, and give back. It is with this belief that we would like to create a Memorial area
surrounding our grounds with trees/shrubs to honor those closest to us who gave so much to our Post and/or our
Country. These living memorials will provide an inviting appearance to our Post, as well as being meaningful for
those they honor. To proceed, we are asking for members with garden design experience, or those with ‘green
thumbs’, to join a committee which will work with other Post members on this project. A signup sheet will be posted
in the Post, or email events154@americanlegionwyomingmi.org, if you’re interested in learning more.

LEGION RIDERS UPDATE- It was decided by a “Yes” vote at the last Legion meeting to form a Legion Rider’s
program within our Post. This allows members of all ages to join. If you ride or know of veterans who do, please have
them contact Events154(@americanlegionwyomingmi.org.

VETERAN EVENTS- Veteran’s day is November 11™; veterans/family members are encouraged to support parades
and other activities which are scheduled throughout the Kent County area. In support of National Operation Green
Light for Veterans, please display a green light in front of your home between November 4-11th as a way to honor all
veterans and thank them for their service. A meal honoring vets will be offered at the Post on 11/13.

A huge thank you to the US Department of Veteran affairs from Fort Custer in Battle Creek for making representa-
tives available to our veterans during September to make veterans aware of the many services that are available and
often misunderstood by veterans. Since this was so successful, we are looking to have them return in January.

ON THE ‘HUMAN’ SIDE OF THINGS— Each of us has the chance to embrace new adventures, which often occur
daily at the Post or in our lives. Success is not guaranteed, but more times than not, each step towards the .,
future can enrich our lives and those we touch along the way. In the end, we may only regret the chances -
we did not take! To move into the future, a person’s desire to change has to be greater than their desire to %
maintain the “status quo”.

Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Charon, Post 154 Commander
U.S. Army



AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Hello Everyone,

First, remember our veterans on November 11" Please tell them thank you for their service. The Auxiliary
is having a dinner on November 13th from 5 pm until 6:30 pm; half a chicken, mashed potatoes, vegetable,
dinner roll and dessert. Cost for non-veterans is $13.00. Be ready to show us your membership card. Also,
we’ll be having our annual Kids Christmas party on December 13 (see attached application on page 4)or
stop into the Post to pick up an application.

I’'m making K-9 Camo Companions my special project. I will have a canister on the bar for donations. Al-
so, Parkview Elementary school needs new or used snowpants, sweatpants, leggings, gloves and hats if you
can help. We are still taking donations for Community Rebuilders and K-9 Camo Companions. Hope you
all have a very thankful Thanksgiving. Be grateful and give thanks to our Veterans.

Jeanne Volkers, Auxiliary President

Our Latest Game ... Show Me the Money!!!
Show Me the Money is a Bingo-Style Game where:
e Players purchase sets of three playing cards.
e A dealer calls out cards from a deck.
e When a player has all three cards in a set, they call out "Show Me the Money!"

The winning cards are verified, and the winner receives a share of the collected money. Show
me the Money will be played the same night as the Queen of Hearts, the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

From the SAL,

Time to get your renewals in for 2026. The dues are now $30.

I can’t believe the summer is gone and the holidays will soon be here. Come on into the Post and enjoy
some friendship with our fellow members. If you know someone who would like to join our SAL have
them get their father’s, mother’s, or grandfather’s DD214 and bring it down to the Post to become a
member. A person can also join under a brother or sister who has served.

On November 20™ Butch and I will be making hot beef sammies with mashed potatoes and green beans for
$11.

Hope to see you at Post 154. Thank you to all who served our great nation.

Commander Denny Rose




NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM

Fall is upon us so, be sure to dress a little warmer than normal so we don’t catch a dreaded early season
cold.

The Golf Outing went well, and fun was had by all, followed by a Fried Chicken Dinner with mashed
spotatoes and gravy, vegetable, rolls & other snacks. Let’s thank the Golf Committee of Ken Stockel and
Bill Charon for all their hard work and involvement in making this event a success, bringing in $11,785.
After all expenses were paid, they donated $4,136 to the Bar Rebuild Fund. This brings are our total as of
10/15/25 to $30,470. Great job done by all who helped Ken & Bill.

Also, let’s give a shoutout to Julie Burns & Tami Bailey who have been taking care of the decorations in
the Clubroom bathrooms, occasionally changing the themes to meet the different seasons of the year. And,
please give thanks to Val Jordan again for the beautiful Mums she put outside of the Clubroom recently,
they look great.

Volunteers who want to cook a meal for Thursdays please write your name and what dish you are making
on the clipboard at the end of the bar by the second Saturday of each month, as I need to send the monthly
meals to the Newsletter Editor by the 15th of the month. Any dates left that are not filled in I will have
Troy cater food for our Thursday customers who look forward to the Thursday Dinner socials in our
Clubroom.

CLUBROOM HAPPENINGS/FOOD CORNER:

We will be having Euchre in the Clubroom every Monday night starting at 6:30. All members and guests
can play for $5.

Sat. Nov. 1% Charlie Rockits Band from 6:30 to 10:30 PM
Tues. Nov. 4" Fraud Seminar

Sat. Nov 22" Charlie Rockits from 6:30 to 10:30 PM

THURSDAY DINNERS (5 to 6:30 pm)
Thurs. Nov. 6™- Troy’s Homemade MOJO Pork Enchiladas $10
Thur. Nov. 13™- Auxiliary Vet’s Dinner, ' Roasted Chicken Dinner. $13 for non—veterans

Thurs. Nov. 20" Butch & Denny’s Hot Roast Beef sandwich w/mashed potatoes, gravy,
green beans, & dessert $11.00

Weds. Nov 26™ - T.B.D. by Troy

Don’t forget--every 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month we will have the Queen of Hearts Drawing at 6:00
PM, followed by “Show Me the Money”. Come on down and play--it’s a lot of clubroom fun with fellow
members and friends.

Our Bar Rebuild Fund is now at $30,470.
Thanks for all your support helping our Post be successful.

Butch Hogan, Facilities Manager
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ROGER B CHAFFEE UNIT #154
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025
11:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.
My child or grandchild (age 12 and under) will be in attendance.
My name & phone #

| am a member of Post #154 (circle one) Legion, Auxiliary, SAL

Child’s name Age boy or girl

Cost is $5.00 per child. Please submit this form and a check payable to
Roger B Chaffee Unit #154, ALA, 2327 Byron Center Ave SW, Wyoming Ml
49519 No Later Than November 30th.

THE PARTY WILL BE INSIDE IN THE HALL. SANTA WILL BE HERE HANDING
OUT THE GIFTS. THERE WILL ALSO BE FOOD/SNACKS.

&



AN IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE EVENTS COMMITTEE

At this writing, many people in our community are facing termination of their SNAP food
benefits. In response, our Post is collecting non-perishable, non-expired food items on the
Saturday after Thanksgiving, November 29 from 2-8 pm. We’ll also be collecting empty cans
with proceeds going to the Bar Fund. If you and/or your family need food assistance, email
events154@americanlegionwyomingmi.org to set a time to pick up your food. Members will
have first choice of food items. Please bring your own box.

OUR SCOOTER RACE!

On Saturday, 9/27, we held the first of its kind Mobility Scooter/Wheelchair Competition in our parking lot.
The original idea stemmed from celebrating our new Handicap accessible doors; then morphed into an oppor-
tunity to create disability awareness through having a “scooter race”.

Ken Stockel, event co-chair, said, “The Competition featured an obstacle course with hazards, like backing
up through weaving cones, grabbing items to toss into buckets, or pushing a box (with your ‘ride’) to a
marked location. All these had to be performed without “leaving your chair”. Of the 5 registered teams, there
were: 2 mobility scooters, 1adult wheelchair, 1 child wheelchair, and 1 ‘non-handicap’ wheelchair competi-
tor.

For some participants, the competition was about adapting to an unfamiliar course. For the ‘non-handicap’
competitors (Boyscout Troop 281), they demonstrated what it was like to “walk in the shoes” of someone
with a disability (competing in a wheelchair without practice), and also simulated being blind, as the
contestant wore a full-face “helmet” as he raced.

On the day of the event, there were numerous Post 154 members and others who pitched in to help (many of
whom are unknown). Event organizers want to thank all who helped promote or work this event; it truly was
a special day where Post 154 and the Community came together in spirit and supported—and it all began
with a door button!



mailto:events154@americanlegionwyomingmi.org

Protecting You and Your Loved Ones from
Fraud and other Financial Scams

A timely public presentation of fraudulent activity that targets all
Americans and how to prevent being a victim. Fraud Detective
Erich Staman from The Wyoming Police Department Fraud Unit
and Greg Rios, VP of Community Development from Huntington
Bank will share the latest fraud/scam trends and tips to avoid

getting ‘hooked’ (and losing your 5SS money).

Tuesday, November 4, 6-7:30pm
American Legion 154 Hall
2327 Byron Center Ave
Wyoming MI 49519

Covered Topics include
« Online banking fraud-how to detect/
prevent;

. Who gets targeted for fraud and why;
. Different Types of fraud approaches, i.e., technology, romance,
helping a relative, won a sweepstakes, fictitious celebrity ac-

counts;
. Fraud spread through Social Media (Facebook, emails, text
messages, etc);
. Government Imposters;
. Money Mules; and
. Lots of information and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
pointers on how to avoid all To Register, use this

Presenters: Huntington Bank & Wyoming Police
Department-Fraud Division

utun,, types. QR Code, sign up at

Post #154, or click on

= Hosted by: American Legion Post 154 the Events Tab at
< 2327 Byron Center Ave, Wyoming M|

N
US) X
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www.AmericanLegionWyomingMl.org
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Government Shutdown Resources

Compiled by The American Legion | Updated October 13, 2025

AMERICAN LEGION RESOURCES

The American Legion Temporary Financial Assistance Program
provides emergency grants to military families with young children. legion.org/tfa

Need assistance filing your benefits claims?
Find an accredited service officer near you: legion.org/serviceofficer

RESOURCES FOR SERVICEMEMBERS
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society: nmcrs.org
Army Emergency Relief: armyemergencyrelief.org/assistance

e ® Air Force Aid Society: afas.org
O

( : i Coast Guard Mutual Assistance: mycgma.org/programs/shutdown-loan

oj¢ Military OneSource: militaryonesource.mil/government-shutdown

Armed Services YMCA (ASYMCA): asymca.org

United Service Organizations (USO): uso.org

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Navy Federal Credit Union: navyfederal.org/about/government-shutdown
USAA: usaa.com/support/government-shutdown-program

Federal Employee Education and Assistance Fund: feea.org/emergency-loans
PenFed: penfed.org/furlough

United States Senate Federal Credit Union:
ussfcu.org/federal-government-shutdown-assistance.html

CONTINGENCY PLAN PER DEPARTMENT

Department of Veterans Affairs:
department.va.gov/contingency-planning/human-capital-contingency-plan

Department of Defense: war.gov/Lapse-In-Appropriations

Department of Homeland Security:
dhs.gov/employee-resources/lapse-appropriations

Department of Health and Human Services:
hhs.gov/about/budget/fy-2026-hhs-contingency-staffing-plan

STAY UP-TO DATE AS THE SHUTDOWN CONTINUES AT LEGION.ORG



GAME: Motor City Cruise vs. Grand Rapids Gold
WHEN: Saturday, November 15,2025 @ 7 PM
WHERE: Van Andel Arena

Join the Grand Rapids Gold as we salute those who've served!

& S8 Tickets - Exclusive offer!

¢ Fundraiser - Proceeds benefit Hero's Corner
* Halftime Highlight — One veteran will be honored with a custom camo Gold jersey!
99 Group Spotlight - Your group will get a videoboard shoutout at halftime
Let’s fill the stands, celebrate our veterans, and make this a night to remember! Go Gold!
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If you have any questions, contact Sam Seegobin at sseegobin@nbagrandrapids.com

* Kk Kk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok



