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Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
October 2025 Newsletter
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

WHY VETS SHOULD CARE: Chemical Warfare on Our Own Troops; The Agent Orange Scandal

The U.S. sprayed 11 million gallons of toxic Agent Orange over the land during the Vietnam war. When helicopter
crew chief Paul Reutershan developed terminal cancer in 1978, he became the first veteran to publicly link his
illness to exposure — sparking a movement. His lawsuit forced the VA to recognize 300,000+ veteran claims.
Today 4.8 million Vietnamese, as well as children of our Veterans, still suffer from birth defects and cancers
caused by this toxin. “I died in Vietnam — I just didn’t know it,” Reutershan said weeks before his death at age 31.

JOSE’S STORY

Jose, like many Vietnam veterans exposed to the herbicide Agent Orange, has Type 2 diabetes. It can cause several
serious health challenges, including blindness. Jose struggled with his health for years, unaware that he was
eligible for disability compensation and health care from the VA When Jose’s eyes began to fail, he did not
immediately connect his blindness to his service in Vietnam. Jose’s blindness left him unable to safely do his job.
When he was forced to retire, his wife became the family’s sole source of income and Jose’s primary caregiver.

OUR VETERANS

These are just two of the countless tragedies which have been featured in Military Magazine as the result of Agent
Orange, and the #1 reason why all veterans who served during that time should investigate how this affects them
and their family members, including heirs.

LEGION UP FRONT

We are pleased to announce that the U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs, Veteran’s Health Administration, of
Battle Creek, Michigan, is sending employee Laura Bresson, along with a Veterans Service Officer, to help Legion
members in enrollment and eligibility. Bresson will be at Post 154 during October and November. Please contact
Commander Bill Charon (commanderl54@americanlegionwyomingmi.org ) to facilitate scheduling a time to meet
with her. For our Vietnam era veterans, if you haven’t done so already, it may be in your best interest to register

with the VA and make a claim. The VA does not have the resources to notify all who are affected, so "
please use this opportunity to receive your rightful benefits earned from your military service.

ON ANOTHER WATERSHED MOMENT

For the legacy built by Post 154 members to continue for decades to come, we
need to collectively find a way to “pass the torch” to the next generation,
AND WE NEED EVERY MEMBER’S HELP! Our future leaders will come

from a variety of backgrounds: the youth, young families, empty nesters,
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and yes—perhaps those we see daily as we look in the mirror.

As you go about your day, reflect on the people you meet, or those you’ve known. Perhaps they, or some-
one they know, would make a good “Legion Family Member.” Or—they might simply enjoy supporting
our Post by attending Legion Events, such as Game Nights, Thursday Meals, or Sunday Football Days
(Post opens during football season at 12:30p). Increasing membership begins by inviting others in to enjoy
the amenities and comradery that Post 154 offers.

FUTURE POSSIBILITIES

1. Legion Riders — More to follow.

2. Memorial Trees on Legion property - More to follow.

ON THE ‘HUMAN’ SIDE OF THINGS

- AN EAGLE - flies while silently focused; destined to soar above the noise.

- A PEACOCK - attracts attention by its beautiful feathers, fluffing a colorful display for all to enjoy.
- A DOVE - is known for its gentle nature; a symbol of peace and love.

- AN OWL — is known for its excellent vision and hearing; which makes it observant of even the smallest
of details.

In life (and at the Post), we observe these bird characteristics in our members. The challenge in working
together as a Legion Family is to align in our mission to support veterans by respecting our different
opinions and finding a way to appreciate the value and talent that our other ‘Bird friends’ possess.

So when you’re in the midst of a ‘bird flock’ that seems uncomfortable, or personalities simply clash,
remember the positive qualities that everyone brings to the table: the Eagle flies high with the power to
withstand hardships, the Peacock brings creativity and sparkle to events, the Dove welcomes others as a
friend/family, and the Owl makes sure all the details are taken care of.

By embracing the unique talents of all our members, we make better decisions for our Post and the World
we touch on behalf of Veterans.

Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Charon, Post 154 Commander
U.S. Army

Veterans and active-duty troops can sail on a free three-day, two-night cruise aboard Margaritaville at Sea, a
1,680-passenger cruise ship that first started sailing in 2022. The cruise line -- which sails from the Port of
Palm Beach, Florida, to Freeport, Grand Bahama Island -- features country music star Jimmy Buffett's Marga-
ritaville-themed shows and amenities, and the "iconic Margaritaville lifestyle," In its "Heroes Sail Free" pro-
gram, veterans, active-duty troops, first responders and educators who are verified through the GovX ID
system can get free passage on select 2- to 7-night sailings through 2026.

For more information, visit this website: https://margaritavilleatsea.com/current-offers/thank-you-for-your-
service




AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Hello Everyone,

Remember, meetings are on the first Wednesday of the month.

We are still taking donations for Parkview Elementary. They need sweatpants (kids size 4 to 10). We’re
also taking donations for Community Rebuilders and K9 Camo Companions. I’'m making K9 Camo
Companions my special project. I will have canisters out around the Post, so please help me help K9
Camos.

The Auxiliary is hosting a Veterans Day dinner on November 13™. Cost for non-Veterans is $13.00 for half
a chicken, mashed potatoes, vegetable, dinner roll and dessert. Be ready to show your membership card.

Also, I would like to say if you have a problem or an idea for anything please bring it to me first. This is
my first year as President and if [ can’t find a solution then I will go to the 5th district Auxiliary President
or the 5th District Commander. Thank you for understanding.

Hope to see you all at our next meeting on October 1% at 7 pm.

Jeanne Volkers, Post 154 Auxiliary President

Our Latest Game ... Show Me the Money!!!
Show Me the Money is a Bingo-Style Game where:
e Players purchase sets of three playing cards.
e A dealer calls out cards from a deck.
e When a player has all three cards in a set, they call out "Show Me the Money!"

The winning cards are verified, and the winner receives a share of the collected money. Show
me the Money will be played the same night as the Queen of Hearts, the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

Well, we are back to work from our summer break. I hope everyone had a great hot summer. If you haven’t
started your renewal, it’s time to do so now. Remember, the dues are $30 this year.

I would like to thank everyone who came out for our footlong hot dogs and burgers Crossbow event.
Congratulations to Bill Charon for winning the Crossbow and to Kevin and Season for winning the Lotto
hat. Thank you to Rob and Tucker for cooking, and to Tami for setting up and taking money. Thank you to
Marlene for donating pull tabs for the hat.

If you didn’t get your card yet, don’t worry, it’ll get there. If anyone has a family member who wants to
join our Sons let us know. They can join now under a family member who served. For more information,
contact Eric Coykendall at SALPost154@gmail.com.

Thank you,
Denny Rose, Post 154 SAL Commander
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NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM

Greetings Fellow Post Members,

Fall is upon us once again, so it’s time to put away the lawn chairs and get the rakes out.

Let’s give a shout out to Val Jordan, who has been taking care of our Memorial Garden out front. It looks
great, and she has spent a lot of time out front pulling weeds and pruning the flowers to keep it looking so
nice. Also, kudos to Melissa Wright for taking care of the flowers in our pots outside the Clubroom entrance
doors during this hot summer and watering them almost daily.

CONGRATULATIONS to Commander Bill Charon winner of the S.A.L. Cross Bow Raffle (9/6).

SICKNESS AND HEALTH: Our longtime member and close friend, Paul Hoffman, is in Medilodge in room
406 at 1221 E. 16th St, in Holland, MI, 49423. Please drop him a line and let him know you’re thinking of
him and miss his smiling face. Also Linda McKinney and Arlene Bouwman have been released from the Hos-
pital and are now home. Please remember these and all our members in your prayers.

CLUBROOM HAPPENINGS/FOOD CORNER: Our member and friend Troy Brendemihl will be preparing
Thursday night dinners dinners for the month of October. Troy is also selling food on Sundays, offering
smoked meats cooked to perfection with delicious sides: coleslaw, baked beans, smoked mac & cheese,
pickles, and corn bread--so bring your friends down and enjoy a great meal!

THUSDAY DINNER MENU (5-6:30 pm)
10/2— Troy’s Chicken and Biscuits- $10
10/9 — Troy’s Beef Stroganoff- $10
10/16— Troy’s Chicken Alfredo- $10
10/23— Troy’s Stuffed Peppers- $10
10/30— Troy’s Shepherd’s Pie- $10

SUNDAY DINNER MENU (feeds 2 people)
10/5- BBQ Ribs, Pasta Salad, Baked Beans, Coleslaw, Corn Bread- $25
10/12- Burnt Ends, Mexican Sweet Corn, Cheezy Bacon Jalapeno Cornbread, Baked Beans, Coleslaw- $25
10/19- Pulled Pork, Smoked Mac-n-Cheese, Cornbread, Baked Beans, Coleslaw- $25
10/26- BBQ Chicken, Cucumber Salad, Cheezy Bacon Jalapeno Corn Bread, Baked Beans, Coleslaw

* Sat Oct. 4th Charlie Rockits will be playing in the Clubroom from 6:30 to 10:30 PM.

* We will be having a Medicare planning seminar on Oct. 16™ and Oct. 28th from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM for our
members and it’s open to members of other Posts. Our Chaplin Leigh Wojciki will be here assisting.

* Friday Oct. 17th is the Euchre Tournament in the big Hall starting at 6:00 PM.

* Sat. Oct. 25th is our Clubroom Halloween Party from 6:30 to 11:00 PM. Let’s see what Crazy Carol and
Mary scheme up this year, because it’s going to be hard to beat their act from last year as a Human
Amusement Park Ride.



The Events Committee created a survey so we can get everyone’s input on what type of events you
would like to have at our Home Post. It can be filled out online at our website https://
americanlegionwyomingmi.org/member-survey, or we have hard copies at the Post for you to
complete and put in the survey box. Responses are due by Oct 17™. This is a good way to get every-
one’s input who’s a Member of Post 154. I encourage you to take this opportunity to have your voice
heard on Post Events.

Remember--we open at 12:30 PM on Sundays for those who like to watch the 1:00 PM NFL Football
Games. Come on down and bring your neighbors to cheer the Lions on!

The Governing Board has ruled to ban smoking outside of the Legion Hall double doors. They are
requesting all smokers to smoke in the roped off area outside of the Clubroom exit door or on the West
side of the smoking shed.

Don’t forget--every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the Month we will have the Queen of Hearts Drawing
at 6:00 PM, followed by “Show Me the Money”. Come on down and play--it’s a lot of clubroom fun
with fellow members and friends.

Our Bar Rebuild Fund is now at $25,385.
Thanks for all your support helping our Post be successful.
Butch Hogan

Facilities Manager

In Flanders Fields the poppies grow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place. While in the Sky
The larks still bravely singing, fly
Unheard, amid the guns below.

We are the dead, Short days ago
We lived, felt dawns, saw sunsets glow;
Loved and were loved — but now we lie

In Flanders Field

Take up our quarrel with the foe!
To you from falling hands we throw
The torch, Be yours to bear it high!

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep tho’ poppies blow
In Flanders Field.

John D. McCrae



Protecting You and Your Loved Ones from
Fraud and other Financial Scams

A timely public presentation of fraudulent activity that targets all
Americans and how to prevent being a victim. Fraud Detective
Erich Staman from The Wyoming Police Department Fraud Unit
and Greg Rios, VP of Community Development from Huntington
Bank will share the latest fraud/scam trends and tips to avoid

getting ‘hooked’ (and losing your 5SS money).

Tuesday, November 4, 6-7:30pm
American Legion 154 Hall
2327 Byron Center Ave
Wyoming MI 49519

Covered Topics include
« Online banking fraud-how to detect/
prevent;

. Who gets targeted for fraud and why;
. Different Types of fraud approaches, i.e., technology, romance,
helping a relative, won a sweepstakes, fictitious celebrity ac-

counts;
. Fraud spread through Social Media (Facebook, emails, text
messages, etc);
. Government Imposters;
. Money Mules; and
. Lots of information and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
pointers on how to avoid all To Register, use this

Presenters: Huntington Bank & Wyoming Police
Department-Fraud Division

utun,, types. QR Code, sign up at

Post #154, or click on

= Hosted by: American Legion Post 154 the Events Tab at
< 2327 Byron Center Ave, Wyoming M|
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www.AmericanLegionWyomingMl.org




