L
" ‘ »
Roger B. Chaffee Post 154

September 2025 Newsletter
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Greetings Members of American Legion Post 154!

As the 2025-2026 Post Commander, I want to welcome a “New Season” at Post 154 and also thank the previous Post
Commander, Keith Wakefield, for his service over the last 4 years while leading the Post. Other notable Legion leader-
ship changes include Fred Youngs elected as Second Zone Commander, and Bob Cook elected as our 5th District Com-
mander as well as the Post 154 Governing Board Chairman. Congratulations to all who have ‘stepped up’ in leadership
roles for this year! Visit our website for an update of officers and such.

I wouldn’t be true to my “colors” if I didn’t acknowledge the many hours enjoyed over the last several months by Post
members watching our favorite team, the Tigers. And by the time you receive this, we will be shifting our sports focus
to Football—including local high schools, our favorite college teams, and, of course, the Pros. OQur Clubroom will
have new hours from 12:30 to 7 pm on Sundays effective September 7th for your viewing pleasure.

And now for other Business...

POST INFORMATION: There have been a lot of changes at the Post during the HOT summer days of 2025, and on
behalf of the new leadership team (Auxiliary, Clubroom, Legion, and SAL) we look forward to updating all members
on “what’s new” as well as ideas/events that are in the works for the future (which we hope you will participate in/
volunteer to help). All our leaders attempt to include timely information in the newsletter, another key source to find out
what’s going on is our Post 154 Website. Our webmaster, Victoria Mavis, works with Post leaders to regularly update
web content including our Legion Facebook Page, the outside sign, and related marketing efforts. It’s a big effort that
depends on communication between all organizations/members to keep current. So if you don’t see what you’re looking
for in either the newsletter or on the website/facebook page, or there’s something you believe should be added, please
reach out to the Webmaster with your thoughts at (webmaster154@americanlegionwyomingmi.org)

EVENTS COMMITTEE: Over the last several months, one of the biggest Post initiatives affecting all members was
the formation of an Events Committee, whose mission is to identify Post events/volunteer opportunities that appeal to
our members, which ultimately leads to a successful Post. Currently, there are members on the Committee from all Post
Organizations (Auxiliary, Clubroom, Legion, and SAL); however, there’s always room for more ideas and a «_"
seat at the table if you just want to learn more. To get involved, simply show up (meetings are the 4th Tuesday \
of the month at 4:30 pm), or contact the committee’s Chairman, Vice Commander Dave Veldkamp '
(vicecommander154@americanlegionwyomingmi.org) for more information. Additionally, the committee
created a Member Interest Survey. It can be completed electronically through our website by
clicking the Survey tab on the Home page or by printing a copy to complete and turn in.
There will also be hard copies at the Post. Responses are requested by October 3, 2025,

so the Event Committee can continue its work based on member feedback.
»
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GOVERNING BOARD: The Governing Board meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 6 PM. All
members are encouraged to attend to learn more about the “inner workings” of our Post. Although at-
tendees can’t vote on issues raised at the meeting, if members have something they want brought to the at-
tention of all organizations (Auxiliary, Clubroom, Legion, and SAL), please speak to your organization’s
representative prior to the Governing Board meeting for the proper format of how to present your proposal.

HALL RENTAL AGENT: Melissa Wright, with the assistance of Facilities Manager Butch Hogan, has
been identified by the Governing Board as our 154 Hall Rental Agent. Click here to reach her about Hall
Rentals. (hallrentall54(@americanlegionwyomingmi.org)

VETERAN INFORMATION: During the upcoming year, I plan to bring to the attention of Veterans the
countless services that are available for them personally through various Veteran Agencies and Resources.
For example, the Veterans Administration offers GLASSES AND HEARING AIDS, regardless of income
level, for those who have served, but you must register first at a VA clinic to receive them. If you’re a vet-
eran and haven’t pursued this, it begins with a visit to the Veterans Clinic, 5838 Metro Way, Wyoming MI.
Stay tuned for more “veteran specific” information, or take a peek at the Veterans Resource Page on our
website.

Lastly, I am honored to be surrounded by a team of diverse members. Through our work together,
(Auxiliary, Clubroom, Legion, and SAL) we can uniteto improve the lives of our Veterans and their family
members (Auxiliary, SAL). Going forward, I welcome your comments. Feel free to email me on related

issues at commanderl54@americanlegionwyomingmi.org .

Respectfully Submitted,
Bill Charon, US Army
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RIBBON CUTTING PARTY FOR HANDICAP ENTRANCE=9/27/25

The Post entrance was recently renovated to feature new electric handicap doors thanks

to the our Legion 154 Family (Auxiliary, Clubhouse, Legion, and SAL). To commemorate,
we're having a Ribbon Cutting Celebration which includes a Mobility Scooter Challenge
(registration available), Ribbon Cutting, and a Potluck Dinner. Come out for an afternoon
of fun and cheer on your favorite “mobility team” (with pit crew)!

Saturday, September 27,2:30-5:00p

2:30p - Pre-Challenge Party

3:30p - Mobility Scooter Challenge in Parking Lot (rain or shine)

4:00p - Ribbon Cutting by Challenge Winner (with pit crew) followed by a Potluck Dinner.
For more details or to register, visit our website or click on the QR code (right). Members of
other American Legion Posts/Organizations, friends, and family are encouraged to attend andj/or compete for prizes induding
bragging rights and the Winners Trophy!
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Hello Everyone,

Hope you all had a great summer. It was a hot one! As some of you know, we are still doing the Queen of
Hearts and Show Me The Money on the 2" and 4™ Wednesday of every month starting at 6 pm. We also
had a fundraiser selling Subs and Pies. You can keep up on what’s going on by going to our Facebook page
(Auxiliary 154) as well as the Post website (americanlegionwyomingmi.org).

We are still taking donations for Parkview Elementary, Community Rebuilders and K9 Camo Companions.
There are bins in the Clubroom. The Bar is doing a bus trip to Firekeepers Casino on October 11th leaving
the post at 8 am. The cost is $35.00. You can write a check payable to Linda Meyers. The SAL is hosting a
dinner with your choice of footlong hotdogs or hamburger, chips and macaroni salad for $8.00. Also, thank
you to everyone that helped or volunteered over the summer at the Bar.

Jeanne Volkers, Auxiliary President

Our Latest Game ... Show Me the Money!!!
Show Me the Money is a Bingo-Style Game where:

e Players purchase sets of three playing cards.

e A dealer calls out cards from a deck.
e When a player has all three cards in a set, they call out "Show Me the Money!"

The winning cards are verified, and the winner receives a share of the collected money. Show
me the Money will be played the same night as the Queen of Hearts, the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

From the SAL:

[ hope everyone is having a good summer and being in the water. Wow, it’s been hot! Maybe September
will be a little cooler. We are going to have another outing with footlong hot dogs or hamburgers, macaroni
salad and chips for $8. We will have a 50/50 raffle and a crossbow raffle to give away. The SAL will be
back in service the first Monday in September.

Thank you to all who came out for our Tornado Chicken dinners. We had a great turnout!
Congratulations to Larry Z. who won the Wagon of Fun.

That’s all for now,

Denny Rose, Squadron Commander




NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM
Greetings fellow Post Members,
What a nice summer- hot, but it beats shivering from the winters we have experienced in Michigan.
Hope everyone has enjoyed their summer and looks forward to this coming fall with cooler temperatures.

I hope everyone has noticed how nice the Howitzer out front looks since it’s been repainted. A ‘shout out’ to
Owner Phil Schaafsma and Manager Cindy Trailer of DLN Integrated Systems for their generosity in donat-
ing their time and money to paint our Howitzer out front. It looks great!

Also, our American Legion Post 154 is now Handicapped Accessible. We now have automatic doors that
lead into the Clubroom. It has been a long time coming, but we finally had the first phase done this past
month. Please help us spread the word, and a Huge Thank You to the Legion, Auxiliary, SAL & Clubroom
for splitting the cost to get this project completed.

On Saturday September 6™, the SAL will be having a Cross Bow Raffle at 6:00 PM and selling footlong hot
dogs with Butch’s homemade chili dog sauce and burgers at 4:00 PM. They’ll also have 50/50 raffles.

On Saturday September 13", we have a Postcard show in the big hall starting at 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Saturday September 20th is our Clubroom Golf Outing with tee time at 9:00 AM.
Saturday October 4th Charlie Rockits will be playing in the Clubroom from 6:30 to 10:30 PM.

We’re looking for volunteers to cook Thursday Dinners for our members. If interested, we have a sign-up
sheet at the bar.

Also, a big shout out to Melissa for taking the lead on the 2 day Rummage Sale on August 16 & 17 in our
big hall with the proceeds of $911 going to our Bar Build Fund, now bringing the total to date to $24,964.
Melissa has also taken the new Position of our Hall Rental Agent for this Post. Thanks Melissa!

We also want to thank Sam & Shelley Coykendall for donating the new big screen Smart HD TV which is
now hanging on the wall on the South side of the Clubroom..

Be sure to check our table toppers on the tables throughout our Clubroom to see all of our upcoming events
in date sequence.

Remember, every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the Month we will have the Queen of Hearts Drawing at 6:00
PM followed by the game “Show Me the Money”. Come on down and play. It’s a lot of fun!

Thanks for all your support helping our Post be successful.

Butch Hogan— Post 154 Facilities Manager

WANTED: Volunteer assistance with counting daily receipts in the Clubroom. Training provided to
any member of the Post family willing to help (Legion, SAL or Auxiliary). If interested, contact Butch
Hogan at americanlegion154@comcast.net or by calling the Clubroom at (616) 538-4443..

THUSDAY NIGHT DINNER MENU (5-6:30 pm)
9/4— Bonnie’s Chili and Macaroni, Roll, Dessert- $8
9/11- Patty’s Baked Potato and Fruit Bar- $8
9/18— Tracy’s Ham Steak and Cheesy Potatoes, Dessert- $8
9/25— Jan’s Hot Dogs and Fixins- $3 each or 2 for $5



Greetings,

There’s still a full summer ahead to make golfing plans that help our veterans. Hope you’re able to
support this one (below)—even if it’s only by the simplest of “passing this email message to others”.

Legion 154 Annual Golf Outing

To Help Our Veterans
Saturday, 9/20/25 at The Pines

[0 Register afoursome to play ($340); Early Bird Discount (5320 for a foursome) applies if
registered by 9/1/25. Registration includes a catered in chicken dinner at 154 Legion
Hall following the Outing;

[0 Sponsorone of two beverage carts ($200 each); OPER TO THE
[l Sponsorahole ($125); PUBLIC
[0 Sponsor aVeteran to play ($85); To Register, use
[1 Provide a Gift Card, or a donation of any amount to ""-‘;,c}(" C°dhe or
. y > t

be raffled in a silent auction; Ei:m::ab zt
[0 Provide a gift for tournament prizes (any amount);
[J Provide Rounds of golf, golf related items, or other

www.AmericanLegionWyomingM|.org

items for our silent auction; and
[J Volunteer to help work the event on 9/20 (either at
the course or the club setting up for the dinner).
We hope we can count on you, and/or your organization/business to contribute to help

our veterans. We appreciate your support. God bless you, and God Bless America and
our Veterans!

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The following person and/or business has contributed cash, services, or merchandise to the American
Legion Post 154 to support Veteran Projects. Located at 2327 Byron Center Ave SW, Wyoming, Mi
49519. (501¢(19) Charity, Tax Exempt #38-2202790, Group 0925) .

GOLF OUTING EVENT DETAILS

¢ Registration 8-8:50am, Shotgun Start/Tee Off 9am;
0 &-Person Scramble; 18 Holes of Golf with Cart;
» Dinner at Post 154 following the Outing — Catered in Homemade Chicken Dinner with fixin's; Prizes, Raffles, Silent Auction, and more;

> Awards for: Longest Drive - Women & Men, Closest to the Pin on 2nd shot - Men & Women, & Hole in One (Grand Prize to be an-
nounced later).

Team Caplain Name: Phone: Email:

Golfer #2 Name: Golfer #3 Name:

Golfer #4 Name:

Return this Form to Bill Charon (commander154@americanlegionwyomingmi.org), Ken Stockel
(financeofficer1i54@americanlegionwyomingmi.org), or drop off to American Legion #154 to register a
foursome or help sponsor our event.

‘FOR GOD AND COUNTRY’




Protecting You and Your Loved Ones from
Fraud and other Financial Scams

A timely public presentation of fraudulent activity that targets all
Americans and how to prevent being a victim. Fraud Detective
Erich Staman from The Wyoming Police Department Fraud Unit
and Greg Rios, VP of Community Development from Huntington
Bank will share the latest fraud/scam trends and tips to avoid

getting ‘hooked’ (and losing your 5SS money).

Tuesday, November 4, 6-7:30pm
American Legion 154 Hall
2327 Byron Center Ave
Wyoming MI 49519

Covered Topics include
« Online banking fraud-how to detect/
prevent;

. Who gets targeted for fraud and why;
. Different Types of fraud approaches, i.e., technology, romance,
helping a relative, won a sweepstakes, fictitious celebrity ac-

counts;
. Fraud spread through Social Media (Facebook, emails, text
messages, etc);
. Government Imposters;
. Money Mules; and
. Lots of information and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
pointers on how to avoid all To Register, use this

Presenters: Huntington Bank & Wyoming Police
Department-Fraud Division

utun,, types. QR Code, sign up at

Post #154, or click on

= Hosted by: American Legion Post 154 the Events Tab at
< 2327 Byron Center Ave, Wyoming M|
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